= 3 
oe 
> titi 


1. : : CAOTIIT ro § 
TR 4 < 
cau j F yl 
= ; : my: a | 8 


Ex Libris 
JOHN AND MARTHA DANIELS 


of? 3gatey 
Shas 
he de 


sie pi nfs j ve 
mich ne ce a rh i 
» alee rsett 7a wee te, es 

Pen. alee 


A 


‘ Lo ee ea 
heal ate 


a 


ART neato go? 
4° . 


- 


i AUR: 
te 


) 


4? 
LZ 


ler. 


Sa 


KARREV WS 


a) 


}} 


Ee 
cen 
C Z oe] 


hou Lh 


, 


0 fer 


Graue 


PG 


C 7 


hs Rath: GAS 


Z ART OF ANGLING: 


AND 
COMPLEAT FLY-FISHING. 
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ag SHE intent of the following fheets, is 


as well to inftruct the beginner in the 
tudiments of this Art, as to improve the 
knowledge of the proficient: For although 
the Art of Angling has been much improved 
in this our age, yet it is ftill improveable; 
and I hope this free acknowledgment in me, 


‘will not only beget in the courteous reader 


the -greateft candour, to encourage my zeal- 
ous good-will herein, for the encreafing of 
‘knowledge, by his favourable acceptance, 
but will alfo the more readily engage him. 
in the practice of this Art. 

~ When you read the title-page of this 


book, you may find fecrets made manifeft 
~ ima manual, that carries in it both parts of 


ion; ‘to-delight and yield profit. But 


_ teft it fhould be objected, that it is difficult, 


if not impoffible, for any one to teach or 


 inftruct others fo much as in one byanch of 
_ any art or {cience juftly, of whic ie him- 
_ elf is not mafter, or to make a true and 


; jut defcription of that he underftands 


‘Rot, and it will hold true in the Art of 


i SR Angling; — 


ew PREFACE 


A ‘Angling; the anfwer is ready, I have been 


a practitioner in this Art almoft thirty 
years; and according to my practice and 
experience, have contrived, confidered, and. . 


fitted this for publication, in fuch a plain 


and eafy method, as avoids needlefs repeti- 
tion, which might make it {well to no pur- 


 pofe; having fo digefted and adopted. it 
for ufe, as gives little more trouble to’ him 
who defires to be inftructed im, or improved 
by it, than to look into every particular 


chapter of each refpective filh treated of,- 


- where he will be informed about where he 
may find every thing relating to fuch fifh 


under its proper head. 2 
‘To conclude then, I fubmit this little . 


treatife to the impartial reader, and if it 


anf{wers his expectation, it will fully that of © 


his moft humble fervant, _ 


Cc. BOWLKER. 


~ Eudlow, Dec, 10th, 
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ART of ANGLING, We. 


a as a neceflary Introdudtion to this little . 
: Work, I fhall begin with giving an Ac- 
count of moft of the principal Rivers in Eng- i 


_ land, the Names of which are as follow: 


Be Thames. Dove. Nyd. ‘Tine. . | 
Severn. = Dun. Oufe. Toft. ; 
‘Trent - Dart. Orwell. Teme. | 
Humber. —_ Eden. Onny. Thryn. 
Medway. Eamon. _ Parret. Teese | 
Tweed. Eavenlode. Plim. Ver. ; 
_ Wye. Ex. Petterel. Uk. 
_ Avon. Frome. _——- Rother. Ware. 
Are. Ifs. Reck. Wever. | 
_ Arun. Tichen. | Rhea. Weland. 1s 
Blithe. Iddle. Roden. Wenfbeck. ‘ 
» Breton. Kennet. Ribble. Wey. rh 
Calder. Lea. = Rumney. Waveny. an 
Cherwell. —- Line. Stour. Whittam. | 
‘ae a Churner. -Lavant. Swift. Wedosf* oh 
Chelmer. — Lon. Stroud. Wajh. Ay 
Wk Goln. Lowther. Sow. Willey. bf 
cS Clun. Lug. Sherburn.. Warf. if 
Grouch. = Merfey. Swall. Youre. 
| 3 a Monnow. Salwarp. Yare. - * 
1 Seen! Nen.- Tame. aah 
Nadden. Tamer. : 
B. Tuawes,- 
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* The ART of ANGLING, | 
- THAMES, the chief river of the ifland, . 
is compofed of two rivers, Tame and His; the 
-. former tifing in Buckinghamihire, the other 
* about two miles welt of Girencefler, in Glou- 
 cefterfhire; anduniting their ftreams with their 
names near Dorchefter, in Oxfordfhire, make a 
fine beautiful river, and from thence is ‘called 
by the above fingle name of Thames; which 
flowing and journeying ‘on through the feveral 
counties of Berks, Buckingham, Middlefex, 
Surry, Effex, and Kent, joins the Medway in 
the vety mouth of ‘the Britifh Ocean. — 
SEVERN is alfo a large and beautiful 
— yiver, which, for the length of its navigation, 
_ may rival or even exceed the former, it has its 
‘arte: 1th Plinlimmon:hill, in Montgomeryfhire, - 
and is capable of cartyinglarge boats and-barges 
gn the fame county; it wafhes, in its courfe, 
the walls of Shrewlbury, Worcefter, and Glou- 
cefter,and feveral other places oflefs diftindion; 
and at laft difembogues itfelf into the Briftol 
Channel, about feven miles below that city. 
TRENT, fo called from its producing 
thirty*kinds of fith, or from its ‘reception of 
thirty lefler rivers, has its fountain in Stafford- 
. Shire, and flowing thraugh the feveral counties 
of Nottingham, ‘Lincoln, Leicefter, and York, 
augmenteth the turbulent river Humber; ‘the 
mof violent current of all the ifland. 
HUMBER isnot properlya diftiné river, | 
not having a fpring-head of its ‘own; but is 
rather the mouth or receptacle of divers other 
AF POC 5 an 
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And Compleat FLY-FISHING. — 3 
rivers, efpecially the Derwent, Oufe, and Trent, 
here confluent and mecting together. _ yb 
+ MEDWAY, a Kentifh river, remarkable - | 
for its extent and fafety inharbouring the royal 
navy of Great Britain. ea ii 
— TWEED is ‘a river on the north-eaft 
boundary of England, dividing it from. Scot- 
land; on whofe bank ftands the ftrong and 
~ memorable town of Berwick. are os 
W YE, a large and pleafant river, which 
runs witha winding courfe through thecounties 
of Breck nock, Hereford, Monmouth,and Glou- 
» cefter; and at laft falls into the Britifh Chan- 
* nel. There is another river of the fame name 
in Dorfetfhire, (though differently fpelled) at 
~ the mouth of which flands the town of Wey- 
mouth; fo called from its fituation: It is not 4 
unufual to have feveral rivers called by the 
fame name, fometimes three or four; as is re- 
markable in the names, Avon, Stour, Oufe, | 
and fome others, of which there are feveral fo 
called in different parts of England. 
ss Frere may poflibly be fome rivers omitted 
in the catalogue, as confiderable as many of | 
 thofe fet down: There are alfo. innumerable . 
_____ brooks and rivuiets (too many to beparticular- 
ry ly taken notice of here) that afiord the {portf- 


-. man as much diverfion as fome of the larger 
rivers; by this means England enjoys the ad-. 
vantage of being betier watered than moliparts. 
of the world; which greatly adus to the ferti- 
_ lity of its foil, and beauty of the country ; and 
the great plenty and variety of fith produced 
ee Be therein, 


4 The ART of ANGLING, — 
therein, adds confiderably, to the delight an 
* convenience of the inhabitants. — 4 


RRP 


General Rules for Baits. 
. ees HOEVER would become a compleat 


angler, let him ufe all natural or artifi- . _ 


cial baits, in fuch feafons, at fuch times, places 

and waters, as nature hath provided and or- 

“- dained them, and as reafon muft_ beft inform 
. him: To be really ufeful he muft have all ar-” 
_ tificial baits made to imitate nature as much | 

. as poffible, and fuch as are partly natural and 

partly artificial, compound or mixed, order 

and ufe them with the beft advice, according 
. to the practice of the greateft artifts; of which - 


we fhall hereafter treat more largely. 
eh | 


Raab totasatofah 
4 4 : Concerning the Generation of Fifhes. 


“FOISHES which are of the fame kind 
HZ couple not, nor perform any act of gene-— 
ration with any other fifhof a different fpecies; 
as Carp with Chub, or Chub with Carp; | 
Perches with Ruffs, or Ruffs with Perches ; 
Roach with Dace, or Dace with Roach, &c. 


THe 


~ 


And Compleat FLY-FISHING. 5 
Tue ways of fifhes ‘generation are various. 
_ xt. Of Salmon, Trout, Greyling, &c. by the 
female -fhedding her {pawn in “places conve- 
-_nient, and the milter’s cafting his {perm upon 
it; in which the animal fpirit abideth, till 
- fooner or later the young are brought forth: 
- For the fpirit may be bound in its feed with 
the cold, fo that for a time it cannot exercife 
its operation, till the heat of the fun hath 
a fufficient influence upon them. end. Of 
fome fiih by gliding their bellies one againtt 
the other, with that celerity that human 
- eyes can fcarce perceive it. 3d. Frefh-water 
a “th generally breed but once a year, yet the 
f ie waters: would be over charged with infinite — 
,  fwarms of increafe, had not nature wifely de- 
creed that they fhould not only devour a great 
Ae part of their own fpawn, but moft of them the 
; a fpawn of one another; and this mighty in-— 
‘creafe may well be perceived by the myriads of 
-~—s eggs in one female fh. | 
Somer of the other chief deftruGtives, and re- 
- dudtives, by which the numbers of thofe nata- 
+ tile animals are leflened, are thefe which fol- 
a: « low: s/t. By the milter’s abfence, when the 
female fheds her fpawn, fo that for want of 
performing his natural office it proves fruitlefs 
and nothing comes thereof. 2nd. By the wa- 
ters being often tainted in divers ways; fuch 
. as lime being thrown in, or through exceflive 
heat and drought. 3d. By many lakes, pools, 
rivers, &c. being evaporated and dried up by 
the heat of the fun. 4th. By their wandering 
it is ey | B 3 : into 
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6 Th ART of ANGLING, 
into the fea. 5th. By being frozen to death by 
long continued frofts. 6th. By being devoured 
by amphibuous creatures, as frogs. toads, &c. 
and by beafts. fowls, and ‘fifhes of prey. 
F: Tue generous angler, that values his health, 
= begins not his noble recreation of angling till 
_ March; but in fome years February affords 
the judicious angler more diverfion than 
‘March, after the dead cold hungry winter. 
I witz now proceed to give an account of 
our frefh-water fifh; whofe names are as fol- 


a 


Pe 

Salmon. Dace. 

Salmon Pinks or LafifpringsGudgeon. 
Pike, or Luce. Ruff: : 
Trout. ie Bleak. 
Greyling. Charr. 
Perch | : Guiniad. 
Tench. fees} : 
Carp. ‘Minnow, or Pink. 
Bream. Loach. ! 
Flounder. - Bullhead. 
Barbel. — Stickleback or Fack-fharp 
Chub, or Botling. Lamprey, or Lampron. 


~ Roach. — Cray-Fifh. 


SALMON 


Firft of the SALMON. 


ae ee E Salmon is accounted the king of frefh- 
. water fifh, and always breeds in rivers that 
have an immediate communication with the 
fea; but fo high ordiftant fromit, as not to admit 
of any falt or brackifh tincture ; yet they fpend 
much of their time in the falt water, making 
the fea, generally, their winter quarters, perhaps 
for warmth as much as forany thing elfe. It is the 
largeft of frefh-water fifh, and therefore, as well 
as for the fuper-excellency of his nature, is call- 
~ edthe king of frefh-water fifth; is a fifh of 
prey, and has teeth in his mouth as other fifh 
of prey have; and when in feafon heis adorn- | 
ed with a row of fmall round black fpots along | 

the middle of each fide, from head totail. Sal- 
_ mons are of feveral forts, and different appel- 
 jations; but for a nice tafte, Thames Salmon 
are reckoned to exceed thofe of any other ri- 
ver. The Severn Salmon are excellent in their 
’ kind, and are firft in feafon of any river in 
England. : 


“Their Haunts and Spawning Time. 


> Satmon frequent large rivers moft; fuch 
as empty themfelves into the fea, not only at 
» the entrance ofthofe rivers where they lofethem- 
_ felves in the fea, but many miles up them where 
the current is moft fwift and violent, and whofe 

ae | bottoms 


8 The ART of ANGLING,» : 
bottoms are moft flony, rocky, pebly, gravelly, 
and weedy, and come into them in February, 
March, April, and May, fometimes fooner, and _ 
fometimes later in the year, where he fattens; 
the fea adding greatly to his growth and good- 
nefs. He is ever reftlefs, coveting to get near 
the fpring head, and frequently wanders into 
leffer rivers, that fall into the larger, efpecially 
in fpawning time, 1. ¢. in September, and Oc- 
tober, where, in fhallow places of thofe {maller 
rivers, the female hath caft her fpawn, and 
the milter done his natural office, by fhedding. 
his milk upon it, they cover all with gravel 
’ and fand. ; Pia 
Wuen Salmon have {pawned, they grow out 
- of feafon, weak and flaggy, break out in filthy 
{cabs all over their bodies, loathfome to fight, 
- and very unwholefome to feedon. In this con- 
dition, after fpawning, they return to fea be- 
fore Chriftmas following, if they are not ta- 
ken, or flopped by floodgates, weirs and mills, 
and fo confined to the frefh water; in which 
cafe they become lean, confume, and die with- 
in a year or two. | 
Tue principal occafion of their dying is this ; 
the Salmon being a fifh by nature tender, and 
very chill, cannot, in the winter feafon, endure 
the extreme frigidity of the frefh river water, 
by reafon ofits tenuity, efpecially being fo late- 
ly weakened by fpawning; and therefore, by __ 
natural inftiné, they make the fea their winter 
habitation; the fea-water being naturally warm. 
Eels being a like tender filh by nature, and moft 
| , fenfible 


And Compleat FLY-FISHING. 9 
_ fenfible of cold, lay themfelves up in mud all 
_ the winter, for warmth, as not being then able 
to endure the fharp coldnefs of the frefh water, 
ae _and perhaps by the like inftiné haften to the 
_ featoo, which they do as foon as there comes a 
_ flood to carry them off. | 

_ . Tue Salmon fpawn fo buried as aforefaid, 
- ina short time becometh a fry of little filhes, 
. which in March and April following appear, 
and many of them are taken in the fame rivers 


ches long, andare then called Sewins, Samlets 
or Salmon-{melts, &c. and about that time of 
the year they go to the fea in fhoals the firft 
flood that comes to carry them away. ee (nd 
and Auguft next they come back into the fame 
a rivets, by which time they become a foot or 
. fourteen inches long, and are then called by 
-. _ other names according to the proprieties of 
__._ fpeech of the different places where they are; 
~. _ asSalmon-peals, Salmon-trouts, Salmon-morts. 
_ About the beginning of December they go to 
fea again and return not into the frefh rivers 
~ till April or May next, by which time they be- 
come two foot or twenty inches long. Then in 


a 


us 


‘ 


February, March, Apriland May following, to 
cool, delight, and refrelh themfelves in the 
frefh. waters, loofen their bellies and prepare 
__. them for {pawning; being then about two years 
and fix months old, but how long Salmon will 
jive is uncertain 


__ where they were fpawned, about four or five in- : 


_ December after, thefe return to feaagain, and 
-. gome into the frefh rivers compleat Salmon, in . 


Now 
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10 Fhe ART of ANGLING, . 
Now. Salmon being found in our frefh rivers: 
in the feveral precedent; gradations, and dif- 
. criptions gradual, hath caufed fome to think. 
‘they are feveral forts of fith, but L conceive 
them to. be all one and the fame fpecies, nor 

_ coming to be compleat Salmon under two years) 

-andahalf’s growth; and the ground of my 
conception is, I could never find any {pawn in: 
any of the leflerfizes, before they come to be Sal- | 
mon, which they moft certainly would have 
had if of.a different kind. ‘ 

- Ano whereas fome afiirm, that thofe fmall, 
Salmon called Schedders, are bred of the fpawn. 
of the fick Salmon that cannot get out of freth, 
rivers to fea, and for that caufe never grow big+ 
ger then they are when. fo called. I take it to. 
be. an error, becaufe thofe fick Salmon fpawn,, 

“when, in perfe& health only, before the time of 
their going to fea, and {pawn no, more after 
whilft they live, unlefs they return firft to fea,. 
and. are purged and cleanfed by the falt water 
after {pawning, but are taken, or pine away 
and die in their imprifonment, either by ex- 

-ceffive cold, or for want of fuch purgation, or 
both; and the purging of the falt water may. 
as, well be a reafon why Salmon grow {o, fait, 
as the want thereof, the caufe why they pine 
away. and die fo foon when unprifoned in frefh, — 
rivers. Salmon being fith of prey, and great, — 
feeders, nature direéts them to, the falt waters 
as, phyfick, to purge and cleanfe them, net on-. - 

" ly from.their impurities after fpawning, but 

from all their muddy terrene particles and grofs 

: humours, 


rg 
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 *exceffive feeding all the fummer in frefh rivers, 
and to harden their fat and flefh, which makes 
‘them not only grow the fafter, but alfo become 
_ the more wholefome food, favory and grateful 
to mankind; for the fea admitting no mud, 
.  ‘flime, or filth, worketh out grofs fuperfluities, 
by its cleanfing, digefting, attenuating, confu- 
ming, aftringent, and drying qualities, for im 
it dtynefs is predominant, as in frefh water 
~ -moifture is ; but how fifh that naturally breed 
and live in the falt water become frefh fifh, for 
ought I know, can be no more found out, than 
the caufe of the ebbing and flowing of the fea. 

Yer for all fuch purgations we find that at 
the firft coming back of Salmon from the fea 
into frefh rivers, they are not then in right fea~ 
fon, nor, till by the more fubtle quality and 


ed 
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ed of the groffer particles of the falt water, and 
thereby become the more rarified, purer and 
_ -~wholefomer for food, according to their fuper- 
- excellent nature participating both ofthe frefh 
and {alt water, which other fifh do not in like 


‘is preferred before all fifhes. 

 "Tuoucn the fea water preferves Salmons 
alive, and makes them grow falter, by its heat- 
. ing, healing, purging and cleanfing quality, 
ee ht ‘being bred in frefh rivers, and affimi- 
oe ated and identified to them, and of the fame 
temperament with them, why fhould it be 
thought wnreafonable that the frefh water fhould 
ir, , Fs afford 


‘humours, acquired by their extraordinary and ~ 


fenuity of the frefh water, they are alfo clear-— 


‘manner, for which reafon I fuppofe the Salmon 
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.-. afford more kindly nourifhment, and more ya- 


_ riety of food, fuitable to their nature, than the 


falt water, both to make them fatter, bring them 
into right feafon and adapt them for generati- 
on and {pawning; efpecially when it is confi- 
dered that they dwell in the frefh waters three 
quarters of the year, andin fome deep brack- 
ifh rivers, that have an immediate communica- 
tion with the fea, abide therein all the yearlong, 
unlefs the extremity of a cold winter feafon, — 
drives them into the falt fea ;.and when they 

are fatted and glutted with their long exceflive 
feeding in frefh rivers, and have fpawned, re- 
pair to the fea for warmth, and to be purged ~ 
from their grofs humours by the calidity of the 


- faline waters; and when winter is over return 


to their fummerhabitations. For if this were 
not fo; they would grow fatter in the falt wa- 
ter than in the frefh; fpawn there, and be as 
fit to take at their return into the frefh rivers 


~ as after, which they are not. 


¢ 


Tuat Salmon are naturally frefh-water fifh, 
appears, not only by their being fpawned in 
frefh rivers,and their long continuance in them, 
but alfo having wind-bladders or {wimmers, 
as other frefh-water fifh have, to bear up their 


bodies floating, poife and keep them equipon- 


derant in the water, which, without fuch airy 

veffels, by reafon of the tenuity of the frefh 

water, would fink to the bottom, and lie gro- 

velling, as by breaking the bladder has been 

experimentally found: By the contraction and 

dilation of this bladder they are able to raife 
: or 


! Hike 
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NA 


- - or fink themfelves at pleafure, and continue 
> at what depth of water they lift; but fea-fifh 
have no fuch veffels. becaufe their bodies are 
naturally borne up by the thicker, croffer body 
By of the fea-water: This is the moft perfect ac-. 
count of the names, nature, feafon, and {pawn- 
' ing time of this royal fifh. | 
_. Tue little Gravel Laft-fprings, or Samlets, 
_ . which are often taken to be Salmon-fry, are 
a {pecies of themfelves; the rivers Severn and 
_ Wye abound with them in great plenty: They 
_ fpawn about the latter end of Augutft or be- 
ginning of September: It is a very nice fifh to 
eat, and affords the angler much {port. : 


The beft Baits, Times, and Seafons to angle for 
Os Salmon. “ENE 
Satmons take little fifh beft at their firft 
coming into the frefh rivers: i. €. in February 
| and March, all the day long; and likewifle 
flies and worms till the latter end of Septem- 
ber: They are to be taken with almoft any of 
the Trout’s baits. They commonly lie in the ~ 
‘middle of the rough, and upper part ofa gen- 
- tle flream, when on prey: Their belt feeding 
time is from fix till nine in the forenoon, and © 
from three in the afternoon till fun-fet, in a 
clear water, when the wind blows moderately 
' againft the flream: The two beft months in 
_ the year to angle for them.are March and Sep- 
a tember, particularly with a fly; or you might 
~~ troll for them after the fame manner you do 
for a Pike; when ftruck he begins to plunge 
AS ee Cc : and f 
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and leap, for which reafon, when you angle 
for him any way, ufe a reel with about forty 


or fifty yards of line to run off, otherwife he 


will break your tackle or his hold; for the 
length of line kills the fifh, and affords the 
angler excellent diverfion. = ou 


RPPDPALALAL AGP H PEP 


e Of the mY RO U T. 


His Nature, Seafon, and Growth. 


| T IE Trout is a fith highly valued both in 


this and foreign nations; he is a fifh of 
various appellations, according to the idiom of 


- feveral counties, but whether all be one and 


the fame fpecies, is to fome doubtful, but I 


conceive divers of them are of feveral kinds ; 


- and fome Trouts take their denominations — 


from whence they are bred or found, and are 


appropriated to them, as Rea-Trouts, Corve- 


Trouts, U{k-Trouts, &e. for their excellency, ar- 
riving, I fuppofe, to an eftrmation more than 


_ common from the goodnefs ar kindlinefs of the 


water and foil of thofe places; but Trouts ge- 
nerally differ in the colour of their fleth, (as 
well as their outward form and complexion) 


according to the water and foil where they 
are bred: The flefh of fome is white, fome red, 


and fome yellowifh; the two laf being ac- 
counted the beft; and all three forts fometimes 
| ~ found 


- 
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found in one and the fame river, and in pla- 
ces but a {mall diftance from one another. fae 
In fome rivers Trouts grow toa large fize 
and firange proportion. In the river Kennet, an 

near Newbury, and Hungerford in Berkfhire, — 3 
lam informed, are great planty of excellent ‘ 
jarge Trouts; fome faythe belkin England: But 
J haveheard it afirmed, that the river Stowre 
near Canterbury in Kent, breeds as good ~ 
-‘Trouts as any in the fouth-eaft of England. 
The Trouts in fome rivers in Derbythire, 
and Ufk and Wye, in Monmouthihire, are 
thought not to be inferior to the belt in any 
of our rivers; but fora whole county, Hamp- 
—fhire bears the bell, for its many, great ue 
and fmall, fwift, thallow, clear, lovely, and ‘ | 
-pleafant rivers and brooks, abounding with 
admirable ‘Trouts. | uF Feat, i. 

Trourts principally affed to lie near to, and“ as 
are found towards the fources or {pring-heads 
of rivers; and are better or worfle, bigger or 
fmaller, as the nature of the foils are on which 
the water runs: In pure, clear, criftalline and _ 
tranfparent rivers and brooks, whofe waters ~~ 
run on rocks, ftones, pebbles, or great gravel | 
and fands, but efpecially the latter are expe-_ 
rimentally found to be the moft delicate and 
bef Trouts. The Trout in his prime is a prince- 
ly fifh; he hath his teeth in his mouth as molt 
fith of prey have; is of courage bold, of great 
agility, quicknefs of fight, and very wary too; a 
for if he chance to efpy you, he will render , 
your prefent defign againit him fruitlefs, and 
| Ce ey learn - 


Re 
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learn you greater caution againtt hie! next 
time to keep out of his fight. His outward 
form is comely, his complexion various, a fifh 
of divers colours, befpangled with delicate 
{pots of dark and red, and to eat, hath a de- 


~ jightful tafte, deconding to the judgment of 
the niceft palates. , 


Tux Trout'is beit in feafon ses the mid- 
dle of June, tho’ they may be taken from the 
middle of March till ‘Michaelmas; and are 
known to be beft in feafon when fall headed 
and hog-backed, which, for the moft part, is 
in June, and then‘is equal i in goodnefs to any 
fifh that lives altogether in frefh water : But in 
fome rivers they come fooner into feafon; and 
in others go not fo foon out; When at ‘hea 


full growth they decay, dwindle away, and 


die in a thort time. 
Thetr fpawning Time and Haunts. 


Trours, a little before they fpawn, make 
up the river, and to admiration will get 


through mills, weirs, and flood-gates, and up’ 
fuch hich and {wilt places as is alee incre: 


dible, ee {pawn 1 in O@ober and November; 
but in fome rivers a little fooner or later, 
as Salmon do, contrary to the natural courfe 
of moft fifh, which fpawn in warmer weather, 
when the fun. hath rarified the water, and 


adapted it for their work of generation. ~ 


Arrer Trouts have fpawned, they watte, 
grow big-headed, fick, lean, become infipid, 
lowSy, and unw holefome, ull {pring comes to 

reftore 


- 


’ 


ons 


' 
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 yeftore them to their priftine health; except 
~ fome of the females that are barren and con. | 
tinue good all winter; and fuch are to be 
found in divers rivers, and in this re{fpect are 
compared to the barren doe, that comes ant 
feafon in November, and goes out in Februs 
ary. ee. 1 bt 
In February, when warmer weather comes in, 
Trouts leave their winter quarters in the 
deéeps, to fcour, cleanfe, and recreate them- ~ 
“felves in fhallower, gravelly fireams, and pre- ‘, 
pare themfelves for their fummer delights; and 
as they gather ftrength advance higher and 
higher up the river, till they become fettled in 
their fummer-habitations; many of them get- 
ting up as high as they can towardsthe {pring- 


_, heads of rivers, &c. as in the precedent fection. | 7 
In their travels, they fettle forthe moltpart = 
in whirl-pools and holes, into which {wift = 


{treams, tharps and fhallows fall, and being ee 
ftrong, feed in the largef and {wifteft currents, 1 
efpecially in the fides and deepe parts of 
them, near to their holds: Ifthey be large 
fil they commonly lie under hollow banks, 
worne fo by the ftreams bearing upon them § 
under roots of trees, boughs and buthes, and 
behind great flones, blocks and banks that | 

‘jet forth into the water, on which the fireams i 
prefs very hard, caufing an éddy, ora kind — | 

of whirling back of the water; and they de- 

_. light themfelves in all fuch places as aré ° 

fhaded with any bufh, or covercd over with 
foam, bank or other thing, conitantly waiting 


Bee, 2G ie and 
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and watching there for the ftream to bring 
fomething down to feed upon, or {mall fifh 
which they often devour. | . 
In the beginning of the year, when Trouts 
begin to gather ftrength, they advance up the - 


‘river, and are very refilefs, getting over mill- 


Fonts and dams; and when fetled, are to be 
found by the Gab. of fwift Grease and at 
locks, floodgates and weirs, &c. for the angler 
by experience, finds out Sipit haunts and die 


ferent ways to angle f for them. 


T he bef Months for angling for Trouts. 
Are March, April, May, and June; you 


might begin in February if the weather be 


‘ open and ald: but the chiefeft months are 


thofe before Pcaiioucas In March, if the wea- 


ther be clear, the fun bright, and a clear water, 
angle for them with a minnow or worm only, 


mornings and evenings, by the fides of the aieh 


— {wift and rapid fireams; but if cloudy- wea- 


ther, which is always beit, for angling, and the 


water in order, what 1 mean is, low and fit for 


fly-fifhing, ufe the march-blue and brown, 


~ which you will fee come. regularly on about 


twelve o'clock, and continue till three; but as 
the feafon advances, and the weather gets 
warmer, in April the flies come on an hour 
fooner: but the. principal time to fly-fifh is 
from twelve till two, the flics then come on in- 


pi b diets quantitics. 


ad 
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Of the GreyLinG,or HumBer. 


_ Mis Names, Nature, Growth, and Seafon. 


HE Greyling and Umber are one and the 


fame fifh, only different countries give 
them different names: He is much of the na- 
‘ture of a trout, both as to his food and flefh; 
-calverslike a trout, and eats as firm asa trout, 
but differs from a trout in tafte; and when firft 
taken out of the water {mells like violets ; and 
might properly be called the flower of fifhes. 


Tue Greyling alfo differs from the trout in- 


his growth, being feldom taken above twenty- 


four inches in length; and differs in complexi- 


on of flefh as well as in outward form; for he is 
. hog-backed, his fins ftanding upon his back like 
thofe of a perch, and his mouth and belly 
touch the ground together; has his teeth in 
his mouth round the upper jaw as fine as a file. 
When in feafon, which 1s from September till 
_ Chriftmas, he is outwardly black about the 


. head, gills, and along the back; his belly is of 


a dark gray dappled colour, with beautiful black 
fpots; he is of a delicate fhape; he is good and 
palatable all the year; but his principal feafon 
are the months before mentioned. : 


? gs 
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He fpawns about the latter end of March 
a beginning of April, at which time he lies 
in fharp ftreams and brews, and is to be taken 
with an artificial fly; but you feldom take a 
{pawner ; the milter at that time will take a 
worm n freely. | 


: His Haunts. 

His haunts are the fame as thofe of a trout; 
poi he is ufually taken with the fame baits cid 
after the fame manner; he willtake a fly, worm, 
or maggot, but the iaft moft freely; but is very 
gamefome at the fly, being much fimpler, and 

therefore bolder, than a trout; he will rile two 
or three times at a tly, if you calte taking him: 

He lurks clofe all the: winter, but about the 
middle of April he appears brifk and frolick- 


fome, fwimming in the middle of the water, 


making that his politic region, the better 


to intercept any thing that patles along the -ri- 
ver for his oun fhment. 


How to take a Grayling an 


His principal baits, that are naturally the 
produce of the water, are cod-bait, flick-bait, 
ftone bait, and great variety of fmaller infetts 
that gather hufks, which are compofed of gra- 
vel and fand, to preferve them fromi the cold- 
nefs of the water; thefe infeds produce flies, 
which the Grayling feed upon both at bottom 
and top of the water; he is to be taken witha 

cabbage: 
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cabbage-grub, grafs-hopper, or cod-bait either 


oe natural or artificial: This method of fifhing is 
fink and draw, as the hook is leaded upon the. 


fhank either for the natural or artificial; and 
might be ufed in ftanding waters as well as. 
bubbles, curls, or ftreams, being a very killing 


way; and will take almoft every fort of fifh:: : 


They are to be taken with a fly all the fifhing 
feafon; but the beft months are September, 
O&ober, and November, if the water be in or- 
der for fly-fifhing; they are then in high feafon, 
and take a fly very freely: But the molt cer- 
tain way, to take them at all feafons, is with 
gentles or maggots, let the water be muddy or 
clear: In this method of fifhing, your tackle 
mutt be made fuitable to the condition of the 
water you fifh in, and ufe a cork or quill float, 
- infead of a running line, letting your fhot drag 
on the ground, throwing in a few maggots now 
and then for them to feed on: This by experi- 
ence I know to be the beft of all bottom baits 


for river or pool-fifhing; as all kinds of fifh take 


them very freely, except. falmon or pike. 
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OF, the Pike. 
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His Names, Nature, Size and Age. 

ee! ‘HE Pike might be properly called the 
HH moft voracious animal of the frelh-water 

element, whofe devouring nature has allo ac- 


quired 
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— greenilh caft, his ventricle is large and capaci- 


\ 

quired thefe other fuitable appellations, 2s 
frefh-water tyrant, river-wolf, &c. And in- 
deed he lords it over every {pecies of his aqua- 


tical regiment, not fparing his own kind. A 
Pike a foot lone has been taken forth of 
_ another Pike’s gorge, and it is well known, 


a Pike an ell long will take one half his own 
length and {wallow him by degrees as it-di- 
gefts; yea, fuch is his ingluvious nature, that 


— whilft his mouth is thus flopped up he will 
offer at another prey; and the better to {uit 
his rapacious quality, his mouth is by nature _ 


advantageoufly formed, opening and fhutting © 


dike the mouth of a wolf or dog: His lower 


jaw is much longer than his upper, and in 
fhape more refembling the bill ofa goofe, and 
hath in his mouth divers fets or rows of ve- 
nomous teeth, before, on both fides, above and. 
below, and fo long, fharp, and large, that 
therewith he can both {nap at, and hold faf, 


_ any thing he encounters; but for all this, the 


Pike is a brave fifh, very firm, palatable and 

wholefome to eat, and affords the angler great 

variety of {port. ‘any 
Tue fhape and figure of the Pike’s body is 


ie very long; his back broad, almoft fquare when 


in his beit ftate; and throughout equal in 
breadth to his lowelt fins: His head lean and 
very bony; his eyes of a golden colour and ve- © 
ry quick fighted; his belly always white, but 
his back and fides dark and {peckled with yel- 
low, if fat; but the fides of a lean fifh are of a 


ous, 


wey - 
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ous, his throat fhort: One fpawned in a clear, 
kindly water, where thereis good ftore of feed, 
will grow to be eighteen inches long in a year, 
During which time, the firlt year of hisage, he 
26 called a Shottrel, the fecond year a Pickrel, 
the third a Pike, the fourth a Luce: Some are 
of opinion that this fth hives not above hfty 

ears, others will afirm that he will hve to an 
hundred. years; but at what age a Pike has 
done growing, is as dithcult to prove, as that 
he lives fo long: Tho’ the flate of every thing 
that has life be divided imtc the time of its 
- growth, its confiftence, and its decay, and can- 
‘not be long permament in that flate; 1. e. all 
_ things grow up, increafe, decreafe, and perifh. 
_ Tue mighty Luce makes the belt prefent, as 
the more honourable difh at anoble entertatn- 
ment; yet a male fifh of the fize when he be- : 
comes a Pike, (at which time he is about three 
quarters of a yard long) more delights the eater, 
the flefh not being then fo coarfe, but much 
more delicious than the overgrown Pike or 
if Luce. | : 


His Haunts, fpawning Time, and Seafon. 

Tut Pike ts a folitary fith, fwims by him- 
 felf and lives alone; delights moft in fandy, 
clay, or gravelly bottoms, and in deep full 
pools near to the fides of rivers; and thofe that 
are bred in fuch waters, grow fatter and falter, 
and eat better than thofe bred im pools. River 
Pike delight moft in the deepeit, largeft, and 
_ quieteft parts of the river, the better to furprize 
. their 
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their prey: They lurk among reeds, bull-rufhes 


and water-docks, under boughs at trees, and 


- behind bufhes, roots, and flumps of trees, or 
other things that jut forth into the water; 


therefore you mutt fifh for them in the haunts 


before defcribed; and clofe to the bank fide, 


large angles and holes that are weedy, fhort, — 
deep, and ftill, and near to fome ford, fhallow, 


or fcour, in which generally the young fry 


abound, are moft commodious for Pike fifhing; 


. -becaufe in fuch, Pikes are moft eafily and cer- 
_tainly found: And when you fee any ftand or 


place-at any water fide, in which Pikes are, 
that are much beaten, or trodden bare by an- 
glers for other fith, thofe may be accounted 
principal haunts of Pike; for by baiting the 


ground in fuch places to catch other fifh, Pikes — 


are much brought thither to pray upon ‘the 
{mall fry that will be fure to refort to thofe 
places, more than to any other; In fuch places 


the angler muft expect to have sree, aaa 


{port with his troll. &c. 

Now, becaufe Pike alter and change iy 
habitations with the feafons of the year, and — 
weather, Iwill here briefly, and more particu-_ 
larly, acquaint you with the various times 
and places oftheir refort and abode, icone vid 
in rivers. 

Aut the winter Manonehs tHiby lie in the deen 
eft and moft obfeure places, very near the 
ground; and in the latter end of February and 
beginning of March betake themfelves to the 
{cours and Meher errenignt places, where they 

panne : 
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that year: In April and May they advance 
higheramong the fhallows, which abound with 
fhoals of wanton fry, and near thereunto take 
‘up their fummer apartments, frequently fally- 


plentiful food, air, and exercife, after a folita- 


there glutted themfelves with their fummer 
delights, in September they begin to retreat 
towards their winter quarters, ifnot prevented 
by floods, or other things that might flop their 
fo pafling: And this is their monthly, and an- 


Oober. 
| His Baits. ! 
Tue beft baits to troll, or catch Pikes with,. 


are {mall trouts, famlets, gudgéons, roach, 
dace, lob worms, and young frogs; and they 


-purpofe. | | ce 
The beft Times and Seafons to troll for Pike. 


i 


‘fifhing for Pike ought to be laidafide, not only for 


they are then out of feafon and worth but 
little; for which reafon I would advife the 
angler to forbear the laborious, yet pleafant, 
_ exercife of trolling, till April, which will make 

es D . , him 


_ \ 


then leave their fpawn, and {pawn no more © 


ing forth amongft the {mall fith, feeking a more 


ry, hungry winter life; and when they have | 


nual courfe of life, according to heat and cold; 
but they are beft in feafon in September and _ 


‘are frequently taken with flies made for that 


_ Forasmucn as fpawning time in February, — 
and March, is the feafon wherein allthoughtsof — 


the prefervation of the fpecies, but becaufe, - 
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him amends for his gentle forbearance, and 
{ufficiently recompenfe his generous ceflation; 
not only in the falubrity of the air, but the 
fruition of a pleafant fpring, after a cold, dull, 
and phlegmatic winter; in hearing the airy choir 
warble out their charming notes, and melo- 
dious accents in woods and groves, with va- 
riety of other delights: And now the bait, 
which in fpawning time was naufeous to the 
Pike, is become very defirable, and will not be 
forfaken by him; and though they are not yet 
arrived to their fummer’s fatnefs and. firmnefs, 
they are now become greedy of their prey; af- 
ford good fport, and will make a good difh. ~ 
Bur. I account September and Oober the 
‘prime months for trolling; not only in re- 
{fpe&t of the then goodnefs of the fith, (having - 
had all the fummer’s feed) the temperature of © 
‘the air, and falling down of the weeds; but 
alfo for the lownefs of the water, whereby the 
- fifh are much eafier found in their harbours. | 

Ir you would know more particularly what 
times of the day are beft all the year long, for 
this recreation, take them as followeth; in 
April, May, June, July, and Augutt, Pikes. 
bite beft early in the morning, and late in the 
evenings; but in a hot fun-thine day, fifh rife 
up towards the furface of the water, for cool- 
nefs and air; at which time a {mare is more 
likely to prove effectual, than the moft, tempt- 
ing baits: Befides, extremity of heat depraves 
the appetite, and begets a loathing of food, as 
well in the watery inhabitants, as thofe that 

: , aoe | dwell 
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dwell on the earth: But in September and 
- OGober they bite well all day long, but beft 
- about three o'clock; and, whenever you troll, 
let it be in clear water, and the more windy 
the better, if you can endure it. | va 
How to troll for a Pike. ‘ 

Now, being fitted with a good trolling rod, 
and every material for that purpofe; when you 
come to the river, meer, or pool you intend to 
fifh in, try the bank fide, on each hand of you; 
after that, caft your bait as far as the place 
_ will allow, dire@ly forwards; afterward, all 
about where you can, fifhing clofe, but not 
twice ina place; always fuffering your bait to 
' fink fome dépth before you pullit upagain; 
but where the water is very foul and weedy, On 
you muft drop your bait in, here and there, in — 
holes amongit weeds, under trees and bufhes, - 
and in all other likely places where Pikes fre- 

quently haunt; and becaule I find it too tedi- 
ous to wind up my line, after every throw, up- : 
on my tumbrel, I always gatherit upround = __ 
the four fingers of my left hand, to hang up- 

on my hand in fkains or hanks, of about eight 

or ten inches long, as. I drawit towards me. , 

 Wuen you cail your bait any confiderable 

diftance from you, let it fink about mid-water, 

then draw it gently towards you, not {natch 
it haftily ott of the water, left you prevent 

the Pike’s taking the bait; or if he fhould 
have hold of it, check him; then fink it very 

fofily again, and draw it as before; and after 

Ob ae this> 
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this manner do, till a fifh has taken it, or you 
have brought it home to you for another throw: 
and when you only think you have a bite, 
draw your line ftreight, but very leifurely, and 
feelit: Ifhe be a fifh, your gentle moving of 
the bait will make him but the more eager; 
and perhaps to move with it, and gorge it the 
fooner; orat leaft, not to forfake it, as he fome- 
times will, if you flir it but a little, to make 
him think your bait flrives to get from him. 
- Wuen you have no bite, and brought. 
your bait home, and almoft to the top of the 
water, takeit not out haftily; for many times 
a Pike will hold on the bait juft as it is leav- 
ing the water, for fear it fhould quite efcape 
him. I have fometimes had them leap out of 
the water after the bait, though I have play'd 
it near the bank fide a pretty while before I 
tookit up. Perhaps the caufe of his leaping © 
thus out ofthe water after the bait, might be ~ 
his not feeing it fooner, or coming too late to 
the place; for they commonly rife, ‘or fhoot 
at a bait, if near enough, at the firlt or fecond 
fight, af at all, that time. ~ Aa ae 
-.. Wuen you have a bite, and “{iiire given it 
_ aconyenient time, i.e. half a quarter of an 
-hour, or till you fee your line move in the 
water, whereby you may pretty .fafely’ con- 
clude he has paunched the bait, and rangeth 
about for another prey; draw a freight line, 
and hook him with a {mall jerk, and.then make 
. your paftime as you-can. If you find him a 
large one, give him {cope enough, ifthe al : 
| i ae 


¥ 


‘ x 
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be not very foul, till you find him better pa. 
cified, by letting him go with a {tiff line, and 
_ drawing him in again; but hold him not to 
it, left he break hold, or tear out his own © 
ftomach, (which is but tender) rather than be- 
come your captive: When you have brought 
him to the bank fide, either take him up with 
a landing-hook, or net, or for want of them, 
clap your finger and thumb into his eyes; 
which is the fureft and fafeft hold with the 
Padi.) ROS ee a 
_ Sometimes a Pike will take your bait, and 

prefently leave it; and after he has left it, will 

come again and carry it to his hold, and play 
with it, and at laft leave it: And at another 
time, a Pike that takes your bait moft greedi- 
ly at firft; and carties it fartheft, will, notwith- 
fianding; forfake it; therefore to be meet with : 
fach fifh, make ufe of the fmap; always ob- 
ferving not to ufe a large bait with a fmall 
hook, nora fmall bait with a large hook; 
but let your baits be in proportion to the fize 
of your hook. Mee eRe 


vik 


To take them with live Leiger Baits. 

_ Tue mott certain, fure, and tempting way, ae 
to take Pikes atleiger, is with live baits; which : 
is a bait fixed to a certain place, and to keep 

your baits alive the longer, whether it be a 

fifth, or frog, obferve this method; ifit bea © 
fifth, as roach, dace, famlets; fmall trout, or | 
 gudgeon, which are all good baits; then make 

an incifion upon the fide of the filh, from the 

us | ee vent 


NaS f 
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vent near to the head; then with a probe open 
the paflage between the fkin and the body, for 
the more eafy entrance of the wire; now ha- 
ving wound your line on your fork, and pla- 
ced it in the flit, fet off the bait alive, where 
you would have it reft, that the bait may hang 
about mid-water: Your line for this purpole 
fhould be about ten or twelve yards long, that’ 
when the Pike comes, he may the more ealy 
run off to his hold, in order to pouch the bait. 


To take them by [naring or haltering. 


_ Turchicfmonths of the year, are May, June, 
-and July, in hot fun-fhine days, and in the 
hotteit time of the day, when moft glowy; they 
then appearing towards the top of the water; 
but you muft go warily to work, and not ap- 
- pear too openly, or with much motion: When 
~ you have /{pyed a Pike, fix your eyes ftedfaftly 
upon him, without looking off him, which will 
) . make him, lie the ftiller; ‘for unlefs he is well 
+ fettled in his flation, a {mall difturbance will. 
. fometimes move him, and make him fly from ‘ 
' you; therefore when you look for him, have 
your fnare with you ready fixt: After this 
© manner, take a flrait, tough, taper pole, alfo 
.. tiff and ftrong enough, but not too heavy, of 
about four yards long; faften to the fmaller 
end a piece of hard twifted whipcord, of about 
Fo.’ avyard.in lengbh, more or lefs, according to 
“4 the depth of water; and the other end of the 
_- whipcord faften to a well nealed brafs-wire, 
made into a noole or Inare, like a hare gin; 
eg ee. aN or 


~ 
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let it be all of well nealed wire, and no ~~ 
rd: Having opened the noofe wide enough 
to flip over his head, without touching him, 
tit down with your pole into the water, 
en with the Pike, two or three yards before 
him, and guide it very gently towards his 
head, fixing your eye ftill on the fifh, till you 
have put the:{mare over his head and gill 
fins, but no further; then immediately with 
a flrong jirk, upright, hoife him amain to~ 
land: The keeping your eye as much as you 
can on the Pike will caufe him to look on you 
_ the more, and mind your gin the lefs: Take 
care that your pole be not brittle or rotten. 
_ Tuus you may alfo alter other fifhes, if you 
go circum{pectly-to work; as trouts, both at 
mid-water and bottom, if you can find them | a 


e conveniently for your purpofe: And at) 
bottom, eels. acs " 


LIAL LAL LAA LEAL ati — 


- 


Of the Paros. i ae 


Bate Perch is a fifh of dark and change- ae 
able colour; he is hog-backed; ay am 
f prey; hath teeth in his mouth; is bold vy 
and adventurous, and fo ravenous, that be =), 

pares none he can encounter; yea, often fei- - 

Zes his own kind; yet, at times, are fo fociable, Sper 
that they fwim in bodies together: He is arm-. 
with a coat of mail, and {harp weapons, of- 
: : | ferfive 
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fenfive and defenfive; having no lefs thania 
double guard of pikes to fecure him againft his 
enemies; and thougha very flow grower, yet is 
long-lived, and will arrive to a confiderable 
-magnitnde, having been taken twenty-leven 
inches long, and deep withal: His flefh is very 
_. grateful to the ftomach, and very wholefome 

and ‘nutritive, efpecially river Perch, 
: Ais Haunts. | 

_.\ Tue Perch loves a fandy, ¢layie foil, deep 
water, in holes by the fides of, or nigh unto, 
little ftreams, into which a [mall gliding gen- 
tle eurrent falls; under hollow banks, in 
creeks or large ditches, joining to large ri- 
vers; as alfo in ponds that are fed by tome 
river, rivulet, or {pring. 4 

> His foawning, biling Times, and. Baits. 
Tur Perch {pawns about the latter end of 
February, or beginning of, March, and. no 
more that year. The beft months to angle 
‘for them, are April, May, and June; though 
they will bite pretty well till Odober; in. 
cloudy, windy weather, will bite all day long, 
but bef in mornings and evenings. They ge- 
rally {wim in fhoals: When in humour for 
biting, you may take a great many ‘at one 
fifhing. The beft baits for Perch, are minnows, 
~ red worms, maggots, or wafp-grubs. When 
~ you fifh for him with a minnow, let it bea 
live one; ftick the hook in his back fin, let- 
ting him fwimin mid-water, flill keeping him 


‘ about 


bout that depth, with. a cork float, which 
fhould not be very fmall: Let your. line be 

aded within a foot of your hook, to prevent 
the bait coming to the top of the water, which | 
he will when bined: When you have a bite 


When you angle for them with worms, bait 
the river, pool. or pond, you intend to fifh, 
with ftewed malt, frefh grains, and log:worms. 
cut in pieces, fox three or four: ~times, before 
you angle for them; by which means it draws. 
the fifh together, and they feed’ on it undif- 
turbed; for which reafon, when you. fifh for 


them you might depend of having fuccefs: 


wafp- grubs, which are the beft of all ground- 
baits, bait the place you intend to fifh in, as 


rubs, only the fort you intend to fifh with; 
with a maggot, your hook fhould be No. 73 


maggots now and then to keep the fith toge- 
ther: If you fifh wi itha wafp-grub, ufe the fame 
ethod as with the maggot, only this ditfe- 


are many more baits that will take Perch, but 
the laft mentioned ‘are the bett. Sometimes 
they are to be taken with a fly under water. 
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ive him time enough to pouch the bait. 


hen you fifh for them with maggots, or 
entioned before, with maggots, or walp-_ 


our line flrong and fine, throwing in a few 


rerice; your hook fhould be No. 5, or 6. There - 


' 
UY Pvc eA ee hae KONE Bias, oft MCN Rat a ee i) A 


34 The ART of ANGLING, 


PRR receeey +t Matas 


OF the Tencn. 


His Nature and Virtue. 

1H E Tench is a leather. taduthied fith » 
his colour being as it were, tinged or 
died of a greenifh hue; his fcales very ‘{mall, 
fine and fmooth ; his fins large, red relies 
about his eyes, and little: barbs at the corners 
of his mouth : flimy ‘like an eel, and fome- 
thing like eels’ tn ‘tafte. ’ They are of very 
good nourifhment, efpecially fuch as are bredin 
- pools ér ponds, hat are not very muddy: He 
has a natural balfam on his fkin, and fo me- 
dicinal to other fifth, that he is filed phyfician 
to all his co-inhabitants in his watery region: 
And for his balfamic virtue, is fo great a 
‘favourite of the’ pike; that. he would fooner 
prey onhis own kind, than upon that fpecies, 
but when hungry, will not ‘par him. 


"i His Haunts. 


tas Tench is obferved to delight more in 
pail ot pits, than rivers ; and loves to feed in 
deep flill waters, covered with weeds or batter- 
docks; and thrive beft in muddy foil, and 
frequents only the moft deep and quiet places 
in rivers. 


or 


Their 


“And Compleat FLY-FISHING. 35. 
Their fpawning T. ime and Seafon. 


| xen venerally fpawn about the latter end : 
of June, or beginning of July: In fome ponds 
ey breed much, but thrive little; and in 
thers grow large, but breed little. They are 
deft in feafon Sees the latter end of Septem- 
er till fe middle of May. Se, fait 


_ Their. biting Time sie Baits. ny a 


bp wos bite beft in April and May, in 
arm, cloudy’ or mifling weather, particularly 
f there is a fine breeze of wind feoih fouth, or 
weft, as they bite more freer at bottom, than 
n calm, hot, funfhine weather: The reafon 
why they fine the better is, becaufe the wind 
cooling the water, makes the fith the more 
hungry; and the tofing of the waves em- 
oldens them the more to range about for 
od; they then not fo eafily difcerning any 
hing that may annoy them. The: beft baits 
to take them are well-fcoured worms, wafp- 
grubs, and maggots: And when you angle for 
lem in river, pool, or pond, bait the place 
or three or ir times, with the fame fort of 
zits: you intend to fifh with. The fize of — 
ir hook for: maggots in rivers, fhould be 
6; in pools or ponds, No. 5; for wafp- 
grubs, the fame fize; for worms; No. 2, or 3: 

four line fhould be flrong and fine $ i the bot- 
m fhould be about two yards of fine cut, or 
Grafs, with a fwan or goofe-quill float: The 
ame tackle will ferve for Carp, or Perch. 


. 
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LAAPPLPALAL ALLL LBL 
Of the Carr. 

ci HE Carp is a great breeder, and full of | 
cunning; and for his fubtilty, has alfo 
acquired the names of frefh-water. fox, and 
grand politician of the watery element. He is. 
a fat, fweet, and foft fh, and his flefh very 
~nourifhing: He is leather-mouthed, has no 
~ teeth nor tongue; but nature has given him 
- a flefhy palate to relifh his food: He is cover- 
ed with very large broad fcales; is of a yel- 
lowifh colour; has fmall barbs, or wattles 
at the fides of his mouth; and his head is 
- efteemed the beft part of him: And indeed, 
ae: Carp is fo very wary, fhy, and timo- 
rous a fifh, that to take him, efpecially in 
rivers, and in fome ponds too, by angling, 
the angler had need to be indued with admi- | 
‘yable patience. River Carps are much bet- 
‘ter than any bred in ponds, or other ftanding 

“ Npaters y: and fome of them are purer than 
others, according to the climate, foil, and 
water they are bred in: And of pond Carps, 
 thofe that are fed in ponds of fandy, mud bot- 
toms, fed with ftreams, rills, or {prings, are 
~ much better than fuch as are bred in full, 
ftanding waters, filled only by naan.” The 
males are much better than the females, and 
the yellow much better than the white. 


. Their 


eed 
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me EE Jpawning Time. 


Cares generrally fpawn in May; and when 
a female Carp goes to caft her fpawn, three or 
four milters follow her, fhe diffembling a coy- 
efs, they force her through weeds and flags, 
ere {fhe drops her fpawn, which fticks faft to 
e weeds; then the males come and fhed 
their milk upon it; and all the {pawn that is 
uched with the milk of the males, in a fhort: 
me, become living fifh, and none elfe. Carps 
begin to {pawn at three years old, and {pawn 
diyers times in the year, but chiefly in May: 


It; ora female without much fpawn. 
Tue numerous increafe of Carps in fome 


g not only to the over-ftocking the ponds, 
wut to flarving themfelves, if not prevented by 
floring other waters with them: They would 
ftill more numerous, was it not for the 


th, which devour their fpawn, let them hide 


ynce a year; and only in thofe rivers that are 
f very gentle motion, deep and weedy; and 
Idom breed in old ponds that are fullof mud; 
or in very cold ponds, or pits; but in fuch 
are warm, and have marly, or fandy, 
layie bottoms; in new ponds, and fuch as 
nave been cleanfed, and laid dry a winter 


eafon. 


r you feldom take a male Carp without a 


onds, where they like, is wonderful; breed-— 


eat quantity of eels, that fome ponds abound | 


ever fo fecret. Carps, in rivers, fpawn but 


Boe Their 
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Their Age, Size and Seafon. 


Carrs will live to a great age ; but to ac- 
count for the number of years they will live, 
is uncertain 5 - the older the better they be; aed 

will grow to a very great * fize: I myfelf have 
feen them thirty rs a brace; and am in- 
formed they will grow to a much larger big- 
nels. They will live as long out of their pro- 
he ‘element as any frefh-water fifh; and en- 
- @ure carriage a ‘great bs alive, if properly 

managed. 
‘Trey are beft in featbuii in ‘March and April, 
‘being then fatteft, and of a far more delight- 
ful relith than at any other time of the yeas 


. Their Haunts. 


River Carps frequent, for the shied part, 
rhe broadeft and deepeft, ftilleft, and quieteft 
places in rivers; efpecially if the bottom be 
muddy, fandy, clayie, grafly, or weedy; the 
- fhallower, and narrower parts of the river be- 
‘ing then too cold, and too twift for them. 
_ /Asour the middle of April, pond Carps 

leave the decpeft and ftilleh part, and refort 
to the thallower parts of the pond, amongit 
the weeds, for freth food, fthade, and the con- 
veniency of rubbing and feouring themfelves, 
to loofen’ their bellies for fpawning; and are 
then tO be caught 4 im, or near to, fuch places. 


Their 
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Their biting Fimes and Baits. 
Fur beft baits to take Carp, are well-{cour- 
d red worms, maggots, wafp-grubs, or the 
reen worms bred upon the boughs of trees, 
nd bufhes; which laftare very natural baits, 
juently dropping in the water, which makes 
e filh refort to fuch places, both for food 
fhelter. There are many forts of baits to 
ake Carp, but the above-mentioned excel 
ny for taking of Garp,Tench, or Perch: Ob- 
erve to bait the places you intend to filh, in 
he fame manner as for the tench: Your 
ackle the fame, only this difference, fifh more 
upon the bottom; the line andlead being not 
o eafily difcovered as at mid-mater: The Garp 
ing fo fhy and timorous a fifh, are more. dif- 
sult to take than any fith that fwims in frefh 
atcr, efpecially m rivers...) 3) | ve 


Obfervations on the breeding of Carp. 


arp, muft obferve the following directions ; 
et the pools, or ponds, they intend to ftock, 
e cleanfed, mudded, and left dry for about 
welve months; having then your flore Carp 
ready to ftock the pool, or pond you intend 
flocking, fort the males from the females, put- 
ting each fort feparate, into the different wa- 
ters you mtend ftocking: Let your flores be 
bred from large Carp, not lefs than ten, or 
twelve pounds a brace, but as much larger ‘as 
poflible: By this means you may depend on 


‘Gentiemen that are defirous to breed large - 


Page ar ae haying 
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having large Carp. The ftores bred from large 
‘Garp will grow, if the water and foil agree 
with them, more in ten vears, than the-other 
willin fifty. The fmall dwarf fort begin to 
breed at three years old, and breed fo ama- 
zingly, that they never can, nor will, grow to | 
a larger fize, change them into what waters 
you will. Now to have ftores bred from large 
Carp, the following method muft be obferved ; 
take three brace of male Carp, and three of 
- female, of the largeft fize, and put them to- 
gether, alorie from any other fifh, into your 
breeding pool, or pond, which fhould : kept 
only for that purpofe: The Carp fo turned in 
will breed a fufficient quantity to ftock all the : 
‘pools any gentleman might have, in fuccef- 
fion, one year after another; obferving the 
directions as above, to fort the males and fe- 
males, and to draw the pool, fo ftocked with, 
them, once in three. years, to fee how they 
_ thrive, and whether the water and foil agree 
with them. _ a) Be 
Cuarrer the fir of Carp, will inform you 
what kind of water and foil beft agree with — 
- them. | | Mes ey : 
In pools, where the water cannot be drained 
off, and are over-run with this {mall baftard 
fort of Garp, which prevent the right fort 
_ from growing toa large fize; it is owing to 
this {mall fort devouring what fhould fupport 
the others and make them thrive; for which 
_reafon I would advife three or four brace of 
{mall pike to be turned in, more or lefs, ac- 
M1 cording 


” 
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argelt fort of Carp to grow amazingly : This : 


only to feed pike. Ina few years after, draw- 
ung your pool, you will find the real fort of 
Carp throve very much; and the pike, by 
feeding on the fma!! ones, grown toa large fize. 
_- Grnrremew fometimes are at a great ex- 

pence in ftocking their pools; when fo done, 
they expec, im a few years, to have fit fit for 


d; in the firft, place they, might be the baf- 


tard race, which will never grow to any fize; 


and if the rrehe fort, bred from large fifh, and 
ot feparated, the males from the. females, 


difappointment ; but if managed as I have 
mentioned before, in my oblervations on the 
breeding of C arp. you will find it will anfwer 
every expectation. : He ter 
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His. Nature and Kind. 


HIE Bream is a broad fifh, with. a fmall 
head, big eyes, and a fmall leather-mouth, 
but no teeth: The palate of him is foft and 
flefhy, like that of a Garp, and very much 
refembles a carp, being very broad with a 


é 


> 


their table, but they are generally difappoint- : 


and put into a kind water, will be a fecond 
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forked tail: He is covered with curious net- 
work fcales; his flefh is foft and clammy: 
The beft parts of him for eating are his belly 
and head. His flefh is reckoned of better 
nourifhment than that of a carp, and of ealy 
digeflion: Breams grow very flowly, yet to a 
large fize, and are great breeders ; therefore 
Should be put into great waters only, for it is 
obferved, the milter has two large muilts, and 
_ the {pawner, two large bags of fpawn;. there- 
fore fhould be put in waters only with fth of 

prey. : hat 

a Their fpawning Time and Seafon. 
Breas {pawn the latter end of June, and 
beginning of July; and‘ are beft in feafon in 
May; though fome think them beft in Sep- 
tember, having then had their fummer’s feed. 
Some will affirm that Breams and Roaches will 
mix their eggs and milt together, which is a 
miftaken notion; for the Roach {pawns the 
beginning of May, and the Bream not before 

the latter end of June, or beginning of July. 


1 


‘Their Haunts. ‘ 


Breams fwim in fhoals or great companies, 
delighting moft in gentle, fott ftreams, fandy 
or clay bottoms, in the deepeft, broadeft, and 
_ middle parts of ponds; and in the deepett, 
_ broadeit, and moft quiet places in-rivers, near 
weeds. ae ) : ) 


Eph cei 4 


How, 
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How, and with what Baits to take the Bream. 


Tuere are Mny forts ‘of baits to take Bream, 
iz. Well-fcoured red worms, maggots, wafp- 
rubs, flag, or feg-worms, which are found at 
he roots of fegs in watery places; likewife, 
rafs- hoppers, cabbage-grubs, and cod-baits: 


you intend to fifh in, muft be baited for three 
r four days after this manner; take a peck of 
nalt, boil it in a kettle, or rather flew it, 
hen ftrain it through a linen bag, and when 
e malt is almoft cold, repair to the water 
rou intend to fifh baiting the places with part 


hen having your baekte ready, after this man- 
ner; take two or three long angling rods, your 


it, or grafs; ufe large fwan.or goofe-quill 
ats on your lines: Your hooks, No. 4 Let 
yur lead, to poife the float, be about a foot 
m the hook: Being thus prepared, the beft 
es to angle for eta: in the hot fummer 
nths, is, from three o’clock in the morning, 
eight or nine in the fore-noon; and from 
in the after-noon, as long as you can fee: 


ke ufe of two or three rods, let them be 
ant from each other about eight or ten 
ards, letting your baits jut drag upon the 
Bytom, keeping out of fight as much as you 
can; 


But I think the well-{coured red worm the beft 
or taking thefe fifh. The river, pool, or pond, . 


fthe ftewed rade. for three or four times; 


ines itrongand fine; thebottomfhould be about ‘ 
o yards anda half of good, flrong, round 


the place is convenient you fifh in, and 
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can; throwing in, now and then, a little of 
your ground-bait, to keep them together: 
‘When you have a bite, flrike not too haktily, 
till you perceive the float gone out of fight; 
then firike gently, keeping your rod to a pro- 
er bend, that it might tire him a little; for 
if both pull together, you are fure to lofe the 
 fith; either line, hook, or hold, will certainly 
break: But I would advife to make ufe of a 
reel upon your rods, for Carp, Barbel, and 
Bream; the length of line kills the filh with 
eafe, and makes the angler excellent {port- 


HEEAEAGHAS LPS 


iy | Of the FLOUNDER. 
: ve Nature, and Qualities. ‘i 


ran H E Flounder is a leather-mouthed fth, 
-& without feales, and of good nourifhment ; 
they ftrengthen the ftomach, beget an appe- 
tite, and are well tafted ; beimgoriginally a fea 
fith, which wanders very far into frefh rivers, 
and there dwells, and lofes himfelf. They will 
grow to be almoft a foot long, and broad in 
proportion. The beft Flounders have red {pets. 
recegeh OO Era Phat Ce ena 
_ ‘Pun Flounderhkes a gravelly,famdy bottom, 
and deep, gentle fireams, near the banks, or in 
gentle flreams that are a little brackith; and 
are to be found near fluices, and food-gates, 


and clofe toa the banks. 


Their 


” 
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Their biting Times and Baits. 


Tue beft baits for Flounders, are marly 
worms, dunghill red worms, or gilt- tails, we 
fcoured: Your line mutt -be fine; your hook, 
No. 6, or 7; your lead muft lie upon the bot- 
tom; and. when he bites, move your bait a 
ittle, very gently, which will make him more 
eager: He is very wary, and fo cunning, that 

frequently fucks the bait off your hook, 
and leaves it bare; and if he perceives the 
hook before he {wallows it, will not take it at 
li. They will bite all day long, from March 
1 the latter end of July, and but very 1: te 
fter that. ne 


LAER ERERMRRMRAnnnane 
Of the Barbet. t 


seu Batbel: is fo called, from ha barb, 
or wattle at his mouth: He is a loafers 
outhed fifh, having his teeth in his throat; 
rows to a large fize, is very ftrong, adtive, 
btle and fullen; that rather than be taken, 
ll, if pofhible, bake your rod, line, hook, 
old: He hath mof curious fnall {cales, 
fe exquilitely formed, that therein you may 
e natures perfection. He-is of comely 
ape, and complexion, and pleafant to look 
on ; and is reckoned a coarfe fifh, but a very 


nice feeder. They {wim together in fhoals, © 
afford 
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afford the angler excellent fport; and the male 
iS accounted much better than the female. 


fhalloweft and fharpeft ftreams, chiefly where 
the bottom is uneven, the be 


HS 

CiLC ? Pheby pawning Time and Seafon, 
ve Barsers {pawn about the beginning of May, 
being then at the worlt; their fpawn being 
then eaten, is very dangerous, for it will purge 
the eater, both upwards and downwards, even 
to the hazard of his life. They hide their 
eggs in holes dug in the gravel, covering them 
over with gravel and fand, much like unto 
the falmon. Their prime feafon is Auguft 


and September. 
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9) hein biting Emme, and Baits. 0” 


“Tux Barbel bites beft in the fummer months, 
om fun-rife till about nine o’clock in the 
re-noon; and from five in the alter-noon as 
ong as you can fee. He is a very nice feeder, 
-and curious in his baits; they muft be clean | 
_and {weet, the worms well-{coured, not kept in 
four, or mufly mofs: He will take a well- 
-fcoured lob-worm more freely than any bait I 
know of: The places you intend to angle for 
him, fhould be baited three or four times with 
large worms cut in pieces; he is very wary, 
and cunning, for he will often nibble and 
fuck off your bait clofe to the hook, yet will 
avoid letting it come into his mouth. He is 
a fith that affords the angler fine {port, being 
fo lufty and flrong, as frequently to endanger 
the breaking the rod, line, or hook, by vio- 
Jently running his head towards any covert, 
hole, bank, or other place, for fhelter; then 
ftriking with his tail to break the line, which 
he often does. The fame fort of tackle will do 
for the Barbel, as does for the Carp and 


Bream. 


BEALL ADALL ALLEL Lode 
\ Of the Cuun, Cuevin, or Bot.inc. 


“HE Chub is fo called from his. thick 
. chubbed make, and is the fame fifh as the 
hevin, or Botling: He is a leather-mouthed 
i ~ fifth, 
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fith, and a fith of prey ; having his tecth in his 
throat; grows to a large fize; is:very fhy, ti- 
‘morous, and of great ftrength; but if you give 
hima turn he is fluggifh, and eafily overcome: 
His fpawn is good, but his head is the beft 
part of him, but if dreft when freth in the win- 
ter months, which being his prime feafon, he 
eats very well. Ee 


‘Their foawning Time and Seafon. 

Cxuss {pawn the beginning of May; come 
in feafon in Auguft, and continue good till 
March; arein their prime all winter, being then 
fatteft, and not fo bony as in the fummer. 

Their Haunis. me : 
Cuus delight. moftly ‘in large deep rivers, 
and flreams, and in the angles or deep holes 
of rivers, that are fhady; in the hot months 
they are to be found in, or near to fords where 
cattle come to cool and fhade themfelves, feed- 
_ ing on the dung they then let fall into the wa- 
ter: They thrive well in ponds into which any 
ftream or rivulet runs. Tha 
Their biting Times and Baits. 
Cuus, at any time of the year will bite all 
day long: The beft baits to take them at bot- 
_ tom, are maggots, wafp-grubs or beef’s brains; 
but the laft the beft. Your line for this pur- 
pofe, muft be ftrong and fine; the bottom about 
_ two yards of good round, ftrong, gut or grafs; 
the hook, No. 2, or 3; a {wan or goofe-quill 
, ae es Spat, 
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at, with a cork; your bait muft be within an’ 
inch of the bottom: You mutt bait thofe places 
ou intend to fifh, about an hour before 
and, with the brains cut in {mall pieces; that. 
you put on your hook about the fize of a nut- 
meg. When the fifh bites, you mutt ftrike im- 
sediately ; if you mifs the fifh you are fure'to 
Joofe your bait, being fo very tender: This is 
the beft bait that cam be ufed for Chub, and 
by frequent ufing never fails of fuccels: The 
wafp-grub is the fecond belt bait; and mag- 
ots are very good baits: They are to be taken 
yy bobbing, or dabbing, in the hot fummer 
onths, with almoft any fly you can catch; be 
re to keepout of his fight, otherwife your at- 
‘tempt is in vain, being a very thy and timerous 
fh: He is to be taken with a cabbage-grub, 
rafs-hopper, and cod-bait, either natural or 
‘artificial; which are all excellent baits; and 
ill take almoft all forts of fifh, in all kinds of 
water; in deep and ftill waters, as well as in 
bubbles, curls, and ftreams: And what makes 
this method of fifhing more pleafing is, that 
ou are always in exercife: It would be too te- 
ious to enumerate the different forts of baits 
Chub will take; but the beft are what I have 
efore-mentioned. | oe rea 


es Of 


De Of the Dag E. 


HE Dace is all one iy the eos fh 
with the Dare; he isa -léather- mouthed ; 
fith, has no teeth; is of little cunning, t there- 
fore eafily taken, a proper baits: He is not 
much valued, being very bony; his flefh foft, 
and indifferently well-tafted, fomewhat water- 
ith, though of good nourifhment; feldom 
grows to a pound in weight; is ofa brighter 
colour than a chub, but not fo thick; nor 
_ has he red fins like a roach, Dut, is much like 
| unto roach in tate, 


Liens T heir H aunts. 


Dace delight chiefly” in the pear and 

- gilien places i in the river, in fandy and gra- 

: vell ly bottoms ; and in eaib rivers ‘and brooks 

where there i Js no, thade, ae great t lovers of 
the fun. pide : ody dial 


1 heir Jbawring Time’ and ve 


Dace fpawn about the middle of March, 
come in feafon in September; but the prime 
‘months are November, December, and Janu- 


aTy. 


T heir 
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Their biting Times and Baits. 

DAce bite at any time of the day, from 
an-rife till fun-fer; but beft in the clearing 
‘the water, after it has been difturbed with 
ain; at maggots, walp-grubs, fmall red worms, 
nd pafte; all which baits are certain to take a 
fem, but maggots are the beft. Your tackle on 
r this purpofe cannot be too fine; the bot- ae 
om about two yards and a half of fingle hair; 

ur hook, No..g; the fhot about a foot from 

e hook, with a fmall float upon your line: | 
By baiting the places with a few maggots a | 
ittle time before you fifh, you may always . | | 
depend on having diverfion. In a clear water ‘ 
they are to be fa i with a fly, particularly 

the black gnat, and the red and black ants. 
here are many more baits to take Dace, 
ut the before-mentioned are the belt. 


« OF the Rade 


77H E Roach is a leather-mouthed fiths has : 
4B no teeth: His eyes, fins, and tailare of i 
a red colour, and is a very bony fith; and for 
his fimplicity, is ftiled the frefh-water fheep. 
They will grow to be about eight or ten inches 


long, and eat very well, efpecially their [pawn, 


being a healthful fifh, not fubject to any dif- 
pays ed ae Co) Cake: 
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eafe, from whence comes the proyerb, * as 
** found as a Roach.” 
Their Haunts, fpawning Time, and Seafon. 

Tneim haunts are much the fame as the 
Dace, loving the deepeft and ftilleft waters: 
They fpawn about the middle of May; come 
in feafon about Michaelmas, and are very 
good till the latterend of March. 


Their biting Times, and Baits. 

_ Roacu bite beft in the fummer feafon, from 
about: four in the morning, till nine in the 
fore-noon; and from four in the after-noon, 
till fun-fet: In the winter they will bite from 
- ten in the fote-noon, till three in the after- 
noon, at any of the Dace baits; your. tackle 
the fame; and to be fithed for after the fame 
manner, obferving to let your fhot dragon 
the bottom; for they will take it more freely 
off the bottom than fhallower. There is a- 
nother excellent bait for Roach in the winter,. 
which is a white worm with a red head, about 
the bignefs of a cod-bait, to be found after 
the plough-tail, upon heath or fandy ground, 
or turning up the. green-fword of frefh land: 
d mytlelf have’ taken, with this bait, in the 
river Trent, thirty pounds weight in a morn- 
ing; the Roach in that river run toa large 
fize; from three quarters of a pound, to a 
pound and half in weight: When you ufe 
this bait. bait the places you intend to fith, 
with ftewed malt, or frefh grains. This is the 

: : ; Melt 
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eft bait for Roach and Dace known of, ex-— 
cept maggots or gentles. Jie i 


PELL ELLE ELLER ELL LEA 
Of the Gup GE OUNLC 


His Nature and Kind. 


H E. Gudgeon is a leather-mouthed fith ; 
_ has no teeth; feeds clofe to the ground, 
and feldom grows to be above five or fix 

inches long: He is around bodied fifh, and 
of an excellent fhape; his fides beautified with 
curious black fpots; his back of a fad dapple | 
erey; the brighteft coloured are accounted - 
the belt: He is a very wholefome fith ; grate- 
ful to the palate, of eafy digeftion, and very 
fourifliing: A fiuh reputed almoft equal in 
roodnefs to the delicate Smelt.. «| | 

Their Haunts and fpdwning Time. — « 

The Gudgeon delights moftly in large ri- 
fwers, or brooks that have gravelly, and fandy 
bottoms, and in centle, flow, running ftteams:: 
Ja the fummer months they lie in the thallow 
waters; but from about Michaelmas till April, 
hey are to be found in the deepeft parts of 
the water; and ipawn the beginning of May. 


é ’ aw 


‘ Ee en? Their 
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‘Their biting Time and Baits. 4 

Gupceons will bite any time of the day, 
from fun-rife till fun-fet; but particularly in 
‘warm gloomy weather, at {mall red worms, or 
maggots ; but worms are the bet: When you 
shave found their haunts, bait the places with 
maggots, or worms, chopped; throwing in 
a little now and then to Keep them together: 
Ifthe water be clear, endeavour to make it mud. 
dy in the place you fith, which will make them 
take your bait the more eager, and your line 
and hook will not fo ealily be difcovered: Your 


’ 
% dh 


tine muft be fine; your hook, No. 7, or 8, 
~ letting your bait drag on the bottom, which 
will make them take it the more freely. The 
Perch and Gudgeon are excellent fith to en- 


ter young anglers, he 


PAPEL GAL ELSA LESH Ot 


/¥ 


ys Of the Rurr, or Pops. 


ee Re is a fith to ie found only in 


4 few rivers; there are plenty of them to 
be found in the river Yare, in Norfolk; and 
in feveral rivers in Oxfordfhire; and in the 
Teme, which empties itfelf into the Severn, 
near Worcelter. The Ruff is fomewhat like 


‘the Perch, but hath his prickles more difper-. 


fedly over his body; he is bony-mouthed, 
oe : : 7 and 


And Compleat FLY-FISHING. 55 

and hath his teeth in his mouth; his eyes are 
rge, and dark-coloured, brown on the up- 

er fide, and, on the lower, fomewhat yellow- 
fh; the fight, large and black, hath a black 
“Iift all along his back, and {potted all over 
the tail and fins with black fpecks, and is 
much of the length of a middle fized gudgeon, 
feldom taken above fix inches long: He is a 
very wholefome fifh to eat, and is efteemed 
better meat than perch of that fize. He is 
called a Ruff, from his prickles-and the rough- 
nefs of his kin: When he is angry; his fins 
fland up fiff, but when appeafed, they fall 
flat again ; fothat his defenfive weapons make 
-him bid dehance to all the frefh-water regi- 
-ment. | Ponty : 


Their Haunts and fpawning Time. 

Tue Ruff is a river fifh, and delight for the 
moft part, in deep rivers that have gravelly, 
or fandy bottoms; and in kindly rivers will 
_ grow very fat: They fpawn about the middle 
of April. : ola te 


\ 


Their biting Times and Baits. ee} 
. Tue Ruff will bite all day long in the fum-~ - 
mer in cool and cloudy weather, at gilt-tails, 

or dunghill red worms: You may fith for 
them with the fame tackle as for gudgeons: 


ON a a oe a ae en 
mE ~ * = : 7 = So 
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# 
a ' Bae: . 
aN * ‘ wote 
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AANA SASLE DADRA 


- oo 


we Hn of | the B LEA K. 


ae ‘HH E Bleak j isan haa th, falddin exceud: 
dng three’ inches. long; is of a ‘bright 


i selrivith col dr; the back of a greeni{h caft, and 


his belly of amore glofly white: He is alfo 
ternved the frefh-water {prat ; much refembling 
the fea fprat in fize, fhape and complexion : 

By fome he is called the River Swallow, from 


hig continual motion, and dexterity i in catch- 
ing flies and fmall infeas, that float upon 


the furface of the water. He is a pleafant 


eating fifh, if drefled foon after taken, 3 


How, and with what Baits to angle for them. 
: | Tur Bleak is to be angled for at mid: water, 


with a line, and. ahontfive, or fix friall hobke. 
_ faftened at the diftance of about fix inches, 


one above another; baiting your hooks with 


{mall maggots, by which means you may take 


three, four, five, or fix, at a time: They are 
to be: taken by whipping for-them, with two 


or three {mall gnats upon yout line} which, 


in a fummer evening, affords the angler very 
pretty fport. . N® ay 


att 


it 
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PEFELEEE ELE L PG PI 
Of the Cuarn, and the Guin tap. 


rN Winander Meer, in the county of Weft- 
& moreland, are caught the Charr, a very 
fingular fort of fith, to be found no where elle 
in England or Ireland; but are faid to be in 
two lakes, at Snowden in Wales There are 
routs caught ina {mall but rapid river, call-_ 
‘ed the Pettrel, that runs near Carlifle, in the. 
adjoining county of Cumberland, about the 
fame fize with the Charr, that is from a foot | 
to eighteen inches, which are as fine in colour, 
and when potted are not eafily diftinguilhed 
in tafte, and are, by the inhabitants, frequent- 
ly fent to London, and fold as Charr.. They 
‘take the May fly of both forts, and all the 
other flies in their feafon. This river falls in- 
to the main river Eden, about a mile north- 
| eaft ofthe city of Carlifle, and about the fame 
| diflance from the city, weftward. The river 
-Gauda falls into the fame. The Trouts in this 
river are much larger than thofe in the Pet- 
‘trel, in which laft is a peculiar fpecies of 
Trout, called the Whiting or White Trout; 
“has no fpots, but is ofa beautiful colour, and 
his flefh is asred as the Salmon: He never ex- 
ceeds twenty inches in length: He will take 
moft forts of flies, but paticularly the red and 
} antes | golden 


‘os 


G 
a 
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_ golden palmers. In this river, as well as in 
the main river Eden, is a Trout called the 
Brandling, clouded on the back like a Mack- 
rel, but never grows to above feven or eight 
inches: They, feem very much to. refemble 
a fort of fth called Gravel-laft-fprings, which 
are to be found in the river Wye, and Se- 
vern, There is a river. called: Duffield Beck, 
in the eal tiding of Yorkthire, which: pro- 
duces the fineft Trouts, for fize, quantity and 
quality; of any river I have heard of; being 
feldom: taken léfs than two pounds, and. of- 
tin chve wr freon cid Joe pay Deere eee 
so; Tuz,river Dee; which rifes in Merinoth- 
 thire,.runs through Pemble Meere, in Ghelhire, 
which is.a large water, and abounds witha 
kind of fifth: called Guiniad,; as the river Dee 
does with falmoh? and -yet it sis obfervable 
that thete are never any Salmon caught in 

the Meere; hor any Guiniad in the river. — 


wpe 
bene 


bok, : | | Of the Er ta a i 


TINH ERE are four kinds of Eels, all form. | 
wed without diftinction of fex, of various | 


' matter, and multiply exceedingly rf Firft the 
filver Eel, he is blackifh on the back, and fil- 
: ; ver bellied: By generation, her young com- 


_ ing from her fmaller than common dreiling 
ae - pins, 


PO ag ER a PTT ED 


, 
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pins. Naturalifts will affirm the other three 
forts are bred in the following manner; end. 
The black Eel, whofe head is flatter, broader, 
and bigger than any of the other kinds; 
and is bred, not by coupling, or venereal ad, 
put out of a matter terrene, very foft, and fat, 
hich lies as it wére, in beds of mud and 
flime, &c. where fuch matter aboundeth, 
prepared and adapted for | their generation } 
into which the {pirit of the univerfe falling, 
by the fun’s heat, they are formed ih’ a few 
days. 3d.'Eels with red fins, coming from the 
Corruption of their old age. ‘4th. The green- 
jth Eel, being of a yellowifh ‘green on the 
back, white bellied, and fmall headed; bred 
‘of a dew that falls on the banks of rivets and 
‘ponds, in May, and June, turned by the fan's 
‘generative heat into Eels; and are generally 
‘called Griggs or Elvers; my opinion is, that 
thefe Griggs or Elvers, are bred in the falt 
water, and come up with. the tide’ into: frefh’ 
rivers, at particular feafons of the year, and 
are then taken in great quantities. The laft- 
‘mentioned three forts of Eels are of the vivi- 
parous kind, like unto the filver Kel, “not be- 
ng bred from fpawn oreges, as other fith are. 
JAI thefe forts of Eels are frequently éaten’a- 
monegft us, and do not only pleafe the palate, 
but likewife ‘nourifh the bedy; atid if not 
eaten to excefs, are no ways injurious to man- 
kind. Eels, of all other fifh, have this exceed- 
ing property, never to be out of feafon, tho’ 
belt in May, June, and July: They feldom 


{wim 
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{wim up the river, but always down, efpecial- 


_ly when moved* by thunder and great rains; 


and if not intercepted in their courfe, do, as_ 
it were, by natural inflin@, find a way to the © 
fea, from whence they never return; but love 
the falt water, thrive in it, and grow therein 
to a valt bignefs: From this, their natural 
progrefs, it is obferved that thefe Eels taken 
at mills, if not fo ftopped, would haften to 
the fea. ant 

_ Exxs keep not company with other fith, and 
being tender. and chill, cannot endure the 
cold like other fifh, and therefore generally 
lay themfelves up in mud, or moift earth, all 
the cold months in the year, both in rivers 
and ponds, the better to defend themfelves 
from the feverity of the winter, and there live 
without feeding upon any thing; fothat few 
of them are then taken, unlefs by fpearing. 


Inthe fummer months they are taken many 
-- ways, which I fhall mention hereafter, 


1 


Their Haunts . ‘ 


z Errs, for the moft part, hide themfelves in 
the day-time in weeds, under ‘roots, ftumps 


of trees, under banks, in holes and clefts of 


the earth; and in the plain mud, with their 
heads only out, watching for a prey; under 
great ftones, old timber, boards and planks, 
about flaod-gates, weirs, bridges, old mills, 


How, 
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| How, and with what Baits, to take an Eel. 


: Tuer are many forts of baits for taking of 
els, but the beft f know of are the lob-worm, 
loach, minnow, bull-head, or miller’ sthumb:  ~ 
The beft feafon for taking Eels is in the hot 
months, i.e. from May till the latter end of 
Auguit; and to take a quantity of them, in 
river or pool, obferve the following jnathod ; owe 
‘get a long line of bedlam-twine, fuch a length 
s you think will reach a-crofs the river or. 
pond you intend to try, then having your 
hooks whipt to links about three quarters of. 
ayard in length, faften them to your crofs 
line, about a yard and half from each other, 
your hooks being baited with any of the baits 
above-mentioned, faften the one end of your 
- crofsline tothe bank, in river orpond, then hay- 
ing apiece oflead or ftone, tie it to the other 
end of your crofs line, and caft it a-crofs the- 
river or pond, leaving it to lie all night, taking 
it up the next morning, you may be almolt. 
fure to. have an Eel at every hook. There is - 
another method of taking them with a line 
about a yard long, fattened to the imal end 4 
of a hooked ftick, the hook is fluck fakin © 
~ the bank, baiting your hook with any of the fe 
former baits: This is properly called bank- 
© hook- fifhing. 
| Tur beft way to take Eels by ae ka is 
- with well-{coured red worms, or walp.g erubs, | 
_ which they are very fond. of: Your line for 
this purpofe. muft be ftrong ; the fize of your | 
ee hook, | 


a eS SSS 
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at 


hook, No. 4, or 5: You might ufe two or 
three rods-at a time, for in the f{ummer months 
the Eels are prowling abroad for food, ‘par- 


ticularly after rain, or thunder fhowers, at 


which time they will keep you in conftant — 


employ to take them off your hooks. 


How to take Eels by Sniggling, Broggling, or 
DOMpAr Suh h> Proacnimg. | 
~ Wauew you {niggle or proach for Eels, you 
muft have a ftrong top-rod, about a yard in 
length, with a goofe-quill put over the end of 
it, leaving the extreme end of the quill whole; 
then taking a large flrong needle, and a piece 
of whipchord, for the line, whip it very faft 
from the eye of the necdle to the middle: 


_ Then taking a well-fcoured lob-worm, run the 


‘eye of the needle all up the worm till it 


“comes to the head; fo that the point of the 


needle may come out at the middle of the 
worm, then put the point of the needle into 
the top of the quill, and take the top-rod and 
jine both in your hand together; thus you 
may guide your bait under any hollow wall, 
or ftone very gently, and if there be any Eel 


he will bite at it: Be fure to give him time 


enough tillhe has gorged, and then you may 


be fure of him, if you do not attempt to pull 


him out of his hold too fuddenly, but by de- 
grees; for he lies enfolded therein, and will, 
with the help of his tail; break off, unlefs you. 
give him time to be wearied with pulling; 


and when fo you may draw him gently and 


flowly 


wet 
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Jlowly o ut. The beft places for this Bk 4 
diverfion | is defcribed in their haunts. 


PPADS Pe tobptstticsh 


Of the M1 NNO Ww, Or Pink. | 


HE Minnow, or Pink, is one and the 
: fame fifth: Thefe little fith are all with- 
‘out fcales, but for excellency of tafte may be- 
compared to any of the larger fize: The up- 
per part of them-above the belly, is of a green- 
uh watery fky colour; his belly white. and 
blackifh on the back: They are full of eggs 
‘or fpawn all the fummer months, for they 
breed often, and quickly arrive at their full 
growth. They lie not much in deep waters, 
for fear of being devoured by the greater in- 
habitants of the deeps. They feldom grow 
-above two inches long. They will bite all 


ford. young an glers excellent fport, frequently 
taking two or three ata time.) 


tr 


day long, from fun-rife till fun-fet, Ril ake ee 
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(Of the Loach. 


£ | HE Loach, in thape, is fomewhat like a 
: . Barbel, having a beard or wattles at his 
mouth; his fides of a dapple-grey colour; his 
back of.a-yellowifh brown, has two fins at his 
fides, four, at his belly, and: one at his tail; 
feldom grows to be three inches “in length: 
_ His fleth has a delicate tafte, being very. whole- 
_fome for fick perfons. They are to be found 
_moftly in fmall, clear, fwift, fhallow, gravelly 
_ brooks, under. ftones, but are very feldom 
taken. by angling. 3 : 


a aa ik ia cs 
Of the Burt-~Heap or Mivzer’s-Tuums. 


. HE Bull-Head and Miller’s-Thumb,,. are 
dA one and the fame fifh; is of an odd 
_ fhape, no ways pleafing to the eye; his head 
being big and flat, very difproportionable to 
his body; his mouth is wide and a-Wry, 
_ ufually gaping; his teeth are rough like a 
file; the upper part of his fides decked with 
various-coloured {pots; are full of fpawn moft 

part 


7 


And Compleat FL Y-FISHIN G «65 : 
part of the fummer; and fpawn in April. 
They are to be found in fmall rocky, gravel- 
ly brooks, where the water is very clear, and 
are eafily feen upon any flat ftone, or on the 
_ gravel, at which time he is to be taken with 
a fmall worm; and is more pleafing to the 
tafte and nourifhment, than for his fhape and 
beauty. MS a S 


Of the Sticxie-Bacx, or Jackx-SHarpr. 


H. HE Stickleback is the leaft and moft 
contemptible fifh; his body being fenced 
with feveral little prickles, very fharp, from 
whence he takes his name. This fifh is only 
‘mentioned to make up the number of frefh- | 
ater fifh, being too inconfiderable. to afford | A 
the angler much fport; and the only ule they - 
fare of, is to fifh with them for a Trout, the a. 
fame as with a minnow. Ariflotle and Pliny 
fay they are bred numeroully of abundance of 
ain; and that fometimes fmall fifhes fall 
with rain, which it is very likely, are fuddenty 
generated by the fun’s heat, within a cloud 
of watery vapours, gathered together, of the 
ame nature. — : 
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Of the Lamerey, on LAmMrroON, 
a Me Lamprey is a fifh that affords the 
angler no {port, refufing all forts of 


baits; but are taken in wheels or bafkets, 
made of twigs, fixed at the bottom of the 


water for that purpofe: They are likeft to 


Eels, flippery and blackifh, but beneath, on | 
their bellies, fomewhat btoel on each fidé of 7 


their throats have feven blee: at which they 


receive in, and let out, frefh water, having no 
gills; and about two feet and a halfin length. 
Their flefh is fweet, good, and yieldeth much 
nourifhment. There are great plenty of them 
in the river Severn, in Worcefterfhire. The 
are befl in feafon in March and April, being 


then fatteft and {weeteft; in fummer they are 


harder and leaner; and the inner nerve’ or 


firing (given them inflead of a back- ‘bpae) is 


then grown hard. 


i. HORE Y- 
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FLY-FIS Hien 


TT H S faity of Angling, FlyicRithin 3 is the 
| _moft genteel, ingenious, pleafant, and 
profitable of the innocent recreation of Ang- 
ling; to the perfect. accomplifhment of which. 
1S required, not only great attention and fre-. 
quent practice, but alfo diligent obfervation 
and confiderable judgment: It is the cleaneft : 
and neateft that can poflibly be imagined, 
being quite free from the trouble of baiting 
your hook, or fouling your fingers: The exer- 
cife it requires you “to. take is moderate and ~ 
gentle, not being conhned long to any part 
of the river, but moving from ftream to ftream. 
The fifh that are caught in this manner, are 
of the beft and moft delicate forts; and when 
- the water is in order, and plenty of flies, there 
are a great number of fifhes to be taken. The 
preparation of the materials for the artificial 
fly, and the {kill and contrivance in making 
them, and evening them with the natural, 
is 


al en a eS as 
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= an Ae bi | : 4 
is a very plealing amufement: The manner of 


the fifhes taking them, which is by rifing to 
the furface of the water, and fometimes out 
of it, gives the angler a very agreeable fur- 


_ prife, and the length of line greatly adds to 


the pleafure of tiring and killing them, after 
they are hooked. ; Nee a 
I fhall fet down a catalogue of thofe flies 


that are moft ufeful for every month in the 


year, in their. proper feafons, that thofe who 
pleafe, may make them, and fuchas defire not 


to become fo compleat artifts as to make their 
~ own flies, may neverthelefs know, by the hel: 


of this manual, not only which are the belt : 
flies for their purpofe, but how to. befpeak 


them of others, to be not more deceived in 


the exactnefs of the flies than in the right ufe 


~- of them. 


Firft I fhall give you a catalogue more out 
ofcuriofity than ule, of thofe flies that are not - 
worth the angler’s notice, and fo proceed to 
them that are more ufeful. 
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Cararocuz of Fires feldom found are, 


to fifh with. 


HE Dun Fly. in Prime-dun’ Fly. 
2 Ruddy Fly. 12 Black May palmer 


a Black Fly. CO ORR, 

4 Sandy-yellow Fly. 13 Camlet Fy. 
-§ Moorifh Fly. 14 Oak Fly. : 
6 Twine Fly. ny Owl Fly. 

7: Wafp Fly. - 16: Brown’ Gnat. 
8 Shell Bly. : ox Green fhining fi ofh Fly. 

9 Dark Drake Fly. 18 Harry long Legs. 


10 Dark- brown Fly, 19 near th 


at 


The tit ufeful Frizs thronstene the veur 
e and their proper Gitton: : 


A E Red Fly. 14 May Fly,or Green Drake 
: 2 Blue-dun Fly. 15 Grey Drake. - ot 
3 Brown Fly. | nO, Url fly, 2. au 
4 Cowdung Fly. . 17 Sky-coloured Blue 
5, Stone Fly. 18 Cadis Fly. MG 
6 Granam Fly. 1g Fern Frye Eee a 


1 Spider, or Gravel 20 Red Spinner. 

Jk Oe 21 BlueGnat. | 
8 Black Gnat. 92 Large Red’ Ant. 
g Black Caterpillar,or 23 Large Black Ant. | 

Hawthorn Fly, — &4 Welfhman’s Button. 

10 Iron-blue Fly. on Little Red Ant. 
11 Sally Fly. — 96 Little Black Ant. : 
12 Canon,or Down-hill 27 Little Whirling Blue. a 
mee ays ee 28 Litile Pale Blue. ie 
3 Shorn Fly. 29 Willow Fly. a 
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PEALDAAL AAP AAP APR BH, 
The ReovFk L Y. 


OMES down about the middle of Fe- 
A bruary, and continues till the latter end 
of March. He is made artificially of a dark 
- drake’s feather; the body of the red part of 
a {quirrel’s fur, with the red hackle of a cock 
wrapt twice or thrice under the but of the 
wing; has four wings, and generally flutters 
upon. the furface of the water, which tempts 
_ the fifh, and makes them take him the more 
as eager: The fize of the hook, No. 6. 


MALI PADS 


. i aie B tut Dun Few, 
1OMES down the begining of March, and 
continues till the middle of April: His 
wings are made ofa feather out of the flar- 
_ling’s wing, or the blue feathers that grow un- 
der the wing of a duck widgeon; the body is 
made with the blue fur of a fox, or the blue 
part of a fquirrel’s furr, mixed with a little yvel- 
low mohair, anda fine blue cock’ s hackle Wrapt 
ee ‘ ee 
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over the body in imitation of the legs: As 
he {wims down the water his wings ftand up- 
right on his back; his tail forked, and of the 
fame colour of his wings. He appears on the 
water about ten o'clock in the forenoon, and 


. ‘ 


3 


continues till about three in the afternoon, but © 
the principal time of the day is from twelve 
till two; the flies then come down in great 
| quantities, and are always more plentiful in 
dark, cold, gloomy days, than in bright fun- 
fhine weather. Your morning’s fishing, till the 
flies come on, fhould be with the worm or 
‘minnow; the fize of the hook this fly 1s made 
of, is No. 7; but if the water is very low and 
fine, No. 8 SOLE lo ae | , 


The Brown Fry, or Dun Drake. 


OMES down about the midde tach’ 
and continues till the latter end of April: 


fant’s wing, whieh is full of fine fhade, and 
-exadily refembles the wing of the fly: The bo- 
dy is made of the bright part.of hares fur, 
mixed with a little of the red part of fquirrels 


wings 


His wings are made of the feather of a phea- 


furr, ribed with yellow filk, and a partridge’s 
hackle wrapt twice or thrice under the but of 
the wing: As he {wims down the water his’ 
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_ wings fland upright upon his back, his tail 


is forked, the colour.of his wings :. He comes 
upon the water about eleven o'clock, and con- 


— tinues till two, appearing upon the water in 


fhoals or great quantities; in dark gloomy 
days,, at the approach of the leaft gleam of | 


_ fun, it is amazing to fee, in a moment’s time 
~ the furface of. the.water almoft covéred over 


with ten thoufands of thefe pretty little flying 
infects, and the ffhrifing and {porting at them, 


~infomuch that you would, think the whole 


river was alive; a pleafing fight to the angler, 


and affords him great diverfion; in this man- 
_ ner they appear upon the water every fuccellive 
day till the end of their duration: The blue 
- dun, and the brown, are both on at the fame 


time, the blues are moft plentiful in cold and 
dark-days, and the browns in warm and gloomy 
days, tho” Thave often feen blues, browns, 
and granams on at the fame time, when they 
have refufed the other two forts, and have ta- 
ken the browns only: There cannot be too 


much faid in commendation of this fly, both 
- for his duration, and the fport he affords the 


angler: The fize of the hook he is made of, is 
No. 6. | “) : 


~ 


f 
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Th Cowpvunc Fry, - 
O MES down about the middle of March, 
and continues till the latter end of April: 
hen upon the water his wings lie flat upon _ 
is back: He is to be ufed in cold ftormy days; 
is feldom feen upon the water but when drove 
there by high winds. His wings are made of | 
a feather out of the wing of a landrail; his bo- 
dy is of a dirty lemon-coloured mohair, with 

a hackle the fame colour, wrapt under the but 
of the wings, and to be made fomewhat in 
refemblance of the large horfe ant: The fize of 
the hook, No. 7. : 


The StOoNE Fuy. | Yeo e 

'e OMES down about the middle of April, 

and continues till the latterendof May: 

‘He is a large four-winged fly; bred from an 

infe& in the water, called the water cricket; 

to be found in ftony, gravelly brooks, or ri- 

vers; his belly is of a dirty yellow, his wings : 
: Hoe CU Ma ee lag 
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of a fine blue colour, full of fmall veins, fo 
that he is beft made with a fine blue grizzle 
cock’s hackle; the body with dark brown mo- 


hair, mixed witha dirty yellow: He is to be 
fifhed with at any time of the day, but does 
beft, in {mall brooks, or in the moft rapid 


{ftreams in rivers: The fize of the hook, No. 3. 


{ 


The Granam Fry, or Gkexn Tat. 


4 


C OMES about the beginning of April, if 


the weather be warm, being a very tender 


fly. and cannot endure the cold. When they 
firfl appear upon the water, they come in great 
quantities, in bright mornings; you may. be- 


- gin to fith with them from fix o'clock in the 
morning till eleven, then..you will find the © 


browns come on, which you mutt ufe, as you 
will find they will not touch the Granams as 
long as the browns continue. About five 


oclock.in the evening you may ule the Gra- 


nams again with fuccefs; the browns then ha- 
ving totally difappeared for that day. This 
Granam Fly is a four winged fly; as he fwims 
down the water his wings lie flat upon his back, 


has a {mall bunch of eggs of a green colour 


whichgives him the name ofthe Green Tail Fly, 
for as foon as he lights upon the water he drops 


his | 


\ 


a 


is eggs; is of fhort duration, not lafting above 


week, and then totally difappears for that 


ear. His wings are made ofa feather out of 
he wing of a partridge, or pheafant; which is. 


fhaded like the wing of the fly; his body is 


made of the fur of the hare’s face, or ear, and 


a grizzled hackle of a cock wrapt under the 
butof the wing: Thehook, No. 8. 


_ 


The Sepiper, Fi. 


e 


OMES about the twentieth of April, if 


A the weather be warm, and continues about 


‘a fortnight: They are bred in beds of gravel 


y the water fide, where you may find them 


n bunches engendering, in order for their 
production the next feafon. In cold and 
ormy days they hide themfelves in the gra- 
vel, not being able to endure the cold: You 


being a very killing fly, therefore cannot lay 
foo much in praife of him. His wings are 
ade of a woodcock’s feather, out of the but 
of the wing; the body of a lead coloured filk, 
with a black cock’s hackle wrapt twice or thrice 
nderthe but of the wings. This fly cannot 
e made too fine: The hook, No. 8, or 9. — 
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may fifh with him from fun-rife, till fun-fet, 


- 
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LAPP PEEELE ELE LER LLL BA, 
~The Buia ak Guar.” 


(CX OMES about the fame time as the Spi- 
_A der Fly, and continues till the latter end 
of May; to be fifhed with in cold ftormy 
days; feldom to be feén in warm weatlier. 
His wings are made of adark blue hackle, and 
- the body of an oftridge’s feather: The hook, 
No. g. 3 we Cae. 


PAPI ALALIAL LE LG LLL GBA 
Th Brack CaTERPILLAR. 


a C OMES about the beginning of May, and 
\ continues about a fortnight and is to be 
fifhed with after hot funfhine mornings; if 
winds and clouds appear, they then grow weak 
for lots of the fun, and fall upon the waters in 
great quantities. His wings are made of the 
feather out of a jay’s wing, the body of an of- 
tridge’s feather, which I think far preferable to 
the plover’s, with a fine black cock’s hackle 
over the body: He is a very killing fly in {mall ~ 
rivers and brooks: ‘The hook, No. 7. 
va | ns i pahe 


~The Lirtie Iron-siur Fry. 


OMES about a week in May and conti- 
nues till the middle of June: In cold and 
ftormy days they come down the waters in 
great quantities, but in warm days there are 
few to be feen: As he {wims down the water 
' his wings fland upright upon his back; his 
. tailis forked, the colour of his wings: He is a. 
neat curious little fly, and cannot be made too : 
fine; to be fifhed with from about eleven o'clock : 

an the forenoon, till three in the afternoon. au 
When thefe flies are on, the fith refufe every 
other fort, and take thefe only ; every fort of | 
fith being fond of them: His wings are made 
‘of a cormorant’s feathcr that grows under the 
wing, or the feather of a dark blue hen that 
grows on the body under the wings, the body 
f water-rats fur, ribbed with yellow filk, with 
futty blue hackle of a cock wrapt over the 
body: The hook, No. 8, or 9. 


H3. . ‘The 
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ech chttecthstub testbed cdptec 


The Yerirow Sauyy Fry. 


OMES ote thee ewentieth: of May, 
‘4 and continues till about the tenth or 
twelfth of June: He is a four-winged fly: As 
he fwims down the water his wings lie flat 
on his back: His wings are made with a yel- - 
low cock’s hackle, his body i is made with yel- 
low dubbing only : He is one of the flies that 


__ prepare the fifh to look for the May Fly, or 
eee Drake : ~The hook, No. 7. 


(The Ganon, or D OWNHIL BY: 


OMES about the fixteenth ar May, 

and continues about a week in June; to 
be found on the buts of trees, with his head 
always downwards, which gives him the name 
of the Down-hill Fly: He is bred in the oak- 
apples ; ; and is the beft of all flies for bob- 
bing at the buth, in the natural way, anda 
sood fly for the long line, when made arti- 
‘cially: His wings are made with a feather 


Out . 
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out of the wing of a partridge; his body with | 
a bittern’s feather, the head with a little of the. 
_ brown part of hare’s fur: The hook, No. 7. 


Ph hchchr shhh sh sh chip Pid drdh 
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Canon Fly, and continues till the latter 
end of July. They are for the moft part found 
in mowing grafs; he is of the caterpillar 
kind, has huiky wings of a dark brown co- 
lour, with fine clear blue wings under them, 
which he makes ufe of in his flight: Is in his 


his continuance upon the water, is as killing a 
fly as any I know of, in rivers, or brooks: 
There are three forts of them; the one I have 
before-mentioned, as to his colour; there 1s a- 
_ nother with adullred wing ; and the third with 
a dark blue wing, all which forts the fith take 
_ very well, but the preference muft be given 
- to the red fort: To be fifhed with any time of 


are made of a red cock’s hackle, with a black 
lift up the middle; the body with a peacock’s 
harle: The hook, No. 6, if for a river, but if 
for a dead, heavy, running brook, the fly muft 
be made larger: The hook, No. 4, ors. 


I ATER be Obed yt ee ee a 9 


: OMES about the fame time as the — 


greatelt perfection in June, and for the time of © 


the day, from fun-rife to fun-fet: His ‘wings — 


The 
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. The May Fry, or Yettow Capow. 


‘OMES down the water about the twen- 
tieth of May, is of fhort duration, not 
- Tafting above nine or ten days: He is a large 


and beautiful fly, which both fith and birds 


are very fond of: They are moft plentiful in 
gravelly, fandy, ftoney rivers or brooks; but 
in fome dead, heavy, dull waters, there are ’ 
few to be feen: As he fwims down the water 
his wings ftand upright on his back, has a 
_three-forked tail, about an inch long: He is 
to be fifhed with from about ten o'clock in 
the morning, till fun-fetting; being a fly the 
fifh are remarkably fond of, they not ‘only 
take them very eagerly at.the top of the wa- 
ter, but feed on them as they rife from the 
bottom where they are bred in hufks, which | 
they quit when they come to the furface of 
the water, and are fo fhort-lived, that they are | 
almoft inflantly devoured by fifh or birds: . 
It is an excellent fly for bobbing at the buth, 
as well as the long line, and is as killing up- 
on flanding waters, as in ftreams: When thefe 
flies are on in perfedtion, the fifh refufe. all 
other forts, and take thefe only: His wings 
are made of the feather of a grey drake, or 
rather the grey feathers of a wild mallard, 
Pe Aen es dyed 
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dyed yellow; the body is made of the yellow 
wool of a ram, or wether; his body is ribbed 
with a dark brown, for which no feather does 
fo well as the hackle of a bittern ; it likewile 
makes the legs very artificially: His head is 
ofa dark brown, made of peacock’s harle, and 


hook, No. Bet | -, 


RAPALA HA HAS Sib 


_ The Grey Drake 


twenty-eighth of May; heis a large and 


fetables the Yellow Cadow; feldom appear- 
| ing on the water till about fix or feven ‘o clock 
inthe evening, and to be fifhed with from that 


the day the fifh take the Yellow Cadow very 
freely, but in the evenings, when the grey 
‘ones appear in great quantities, they will 
not touch the yellow ones. In fifhing with 


rifing and falling of him on the water, being 
always in motion, frifking up and down, for 
which reafon, in fome places, he is called the 
-Tilt-up Fly: He is not a difficult fly to make, 
but more difficult to fith with after he is made, 


his tail with the hair of a fitchew’s tail: The : 


f1OM ES about the twenty-feventh, or 


beautiful fly, in fhape and make very much re- 


time till fun-fetting : All the former part of © 


this fly, you muft endeavour to imitate the 


and 


a 
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and therefore, if poflible, caft your line fo that 


your fly may drop. direély over the fith’s 
head, which refembles the manner of thefe 
flies dropping on the water; which: method 


-muft be obferved in fifhing with thefe flies 


upon ftanding waters, as well as ftreams: But 
all other flies ought to be thrown about half 


-a yard above the head of the fith, as. they all 


{wim gradually down the water. There are 
three forts of Grey Cadows, and but only 
one of the forts to be made artificially; the 
other two forts feldom appearing upon the wa- 
ter, but are generally playing and frifking by 


the fides of hedges near the water fide, and ate 


much darker and {maller than thofe that fre- 
quent the water, therefore are not worth the 


_ angler’s notice. ~The wings of this fly are 
-made with a grey feather of the wild mallard, 
_ the widgeon being too dark; the body,. of 
goat's hair, which makes it the bef of any 
thing I know. of, the filver twift being too 


_ hesvy, and too glaring in the water; the legs 


~ 


i of a dark grizzle cock’s hackle, which I find 
-far preferable to the bittern’s hackle; the 


head of a dark brown, made with a peacock’s 


harle; his tail is three-forked, about an inch 


and an half long, which is made of the hairs 
or wilks out of the tail ofa fitchew : The hook, 


) INOW s } : 

Tue following ingenious account of this 
fly, is very juftly defcribed by a gentleman, a 
very accurate obferver of nature’s produc- 


tions; as it may be matter of curiofity and 
| ! enter- 
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¢ entertainment to fome of my readers I fhall 


here give it them as briefly, and as near his 
own words, as I can. ean 


_ that feafon of the year, when the May Flies, 
_the grey fort, which area f{pecies of the libella, 
come up out of the water, where they lie in 


tom or fides of the river, near the likenefs of 
_ the nymph of the fmall common Hbella; but 
when it 1s mature it {plits open its cafe, and 
then, with great agility, up’fprings the new 
little animal; with a flender body, four black- 
_ ifh-veined tranfparent wings, with four black 
_ {pots upon the upper wings, and the under 


which are left behind float innumerably upon 
the water. It feemed to be a fpecies of the ephe- 
meron, and limagined it was the fame infe& 
defcribed by Goodart and Swammerdam, but a 
_ few days convinced me of the contrary; for I 
_. found them to be of longer duration than theirs. 
The firft bufinefs of this creature (after he is 
_ difengaged from the water) is flying about to 


buthes, &c.) to wait for another furprizing 


change, which is effected in two or three 
days. The firft hint I received of ‘this won- 
derful operation was, feeing their exuvix 
hanging on a hedge; I then collected a great 
‘many and put them in boxes, and by ftridly 
obferving them I could tell when they were 

a, 3 ready 


ITuaprrenep to walk by the river fide, at 


their hufks for a confiderable time, at the bot- 


wings much fmaller than the upper ones, 
with three long hairs in its tail; the hufks 


» find out a proper place to fix on (as trees, 
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ready to put off their clothes, though but fo 
lately put on. I had the pleafure to fhew my 
friends one that I held on my finger, during 
. the time it performed this great work. It was 
furprifing to fee how eafily the back part of 
the fly {plit open and produced the new birth, 
which I could not perceive to partake of any 
thing from its parent, but leaves head, body, 
wings, legs, and even its three-haired tail be- 
hind onthe cafe. After it has repofed itfelf 
a while, it flies with great brifknefs to feek its 
mate. In the new fly a remarkable difference 
is feen in their fexes, which I could not fo 
eafily perceive in their firft flate, the male 
and female being then much ofa fize, but now 
the male was much the fmalleft, and the 
hairs in his tail much the longeft. I was very 
careful to fee if I could find them engender- 
ing, but all that I could difcover was, that the 
males feparated and kept under the cover of 
the trees, remote from the river: Hither the 
females reforted, and mixed with them in 
their flights, great numbers together, with a 
very brifh motion of darting or ftriking at 
one another when they met, with great vi- 
gour, juft as houfe flies will do in a funny 
room; this they continued to do for many 
hours, and this feemed to be their way of co- 
itien, which muft be quick and foon perform- 
ed, asthey are of fo fhort duration: When the 
females were impregnated, they left the com- 
pany of the males and ‘fought the river, and. 
kept conftantly playing up and down on the 
Webs | ie water; 
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water; 1t was very plainly feen, every time _ 
they darted down they ejected a cluiter of 
eggs, which feemed a pale bluifh fpeck, like a 
{mall drop-of milk, as they defcended on the 
water; then by the help of their tail they 
{pring up again, and defcend again, and thus 
continue till they have exhaufted their ftock of ~ 
eggs, and fpent their ftrength, being fo weak 
- that they can rife no more, but falla prey to 
the fifh; but by much the greateft numbers pe- 
rifh on the waters which are covered with 
them: This is the end of the females, but the 
males never refort to the rivers, as I could per- 
ceive, but after they have done their office, drop 
down, languifh and die under the trees, and 
bushes. I obferved that the females were moft 
- numerous, which was very neceflary confider- 
' ing the many enemies they have, during the 

fhort time of their appearance, for both birds 
_ and fifh are very fond of them, and no doubt — 
under the water they are a food for {mall aqua- | 
tick infeéts; what is further remarkable in this 
 furprizing creature is, that in a life of a few 
days, it eats nothing, feems to have no appa- 
_ ratus for that purpofe, but brings up with it 
~ out of the water fufficient fupport to enable it 
to fhed its fkin, and perform the principal 
end of life with great vivacity. The particular 
- time when IJ obferved them very numerous and 
fportive, wason the 26th of May at fixo’clockin 
- the evening. Itwas a fight very furprifing and 
entertaining to fee the rivers teeming with in- 

numerable pretty nimble flying infects, and al- 
: ae | moft 
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moft every thing near, covered with them: 
When I looked up into the air, it was full of 
them, as high asI coulddifcern, and being fo 
thick and always in motion, they made almoft 


— fuch an appearance as when one looks up and 
- fees the fnow coming down; and yet this won- 
_ derful appearance, in three or four days after 


the laft of ree totally difappeared. 
- ' 5 
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OM ES Hades vie bade end of May, and 
continues till the latter end of June: He 


4s four- winged fly, generally flutters along the 


furface of the water; it 1s a fly the fifh are re-" 
markably fond of; you may fifh with him 
with fuccefs after the May flyis gone, from 
four o'clock in the morning till about feven in 
the evening, at which time the Sky blue comes 
on, then they leave off the Orl and take the 
Sky blue only: The wings of the Orl Fly are 


made with a dark grizzle cock’s hackle, the 


body of a peacock’s harle, worked with dark 
red filk: The hook, No. 6. 


Ya 
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nen ae ails eerrerd 


Ri 


OMES about the fame time as the Orl 
Fly, and continues till the middle of Ju- 
he It is a neat, curious, and beautiful Fy; 
his wings ftand upright on his back, and are 
of a fine tranfparent blue colour; his body of 
a pale yellow, with.a forked tail, the colour of 
his wing: It is a fly the fifh take extremely 
well from feven o’clock in the evening till fun- 
fet: His wings are made witha light blue fea- 
ther of a hén; the body is made with a pale 
yellow ota mixed with a light blue fur, 
- ribbed with a fine cock’s hackle, dyed yellow: 
» The hook, No, 8. 


baa Soup. eee. san in an enatannt 


The Gx pis Fis. 


large four-winged fly, of a buff-colour; 
continues, on the water till about shin begin- 


I 2 r10us 


UDA SK Y- COL OU RED Bor Be.5. 


; OMES nate the tenth olitlan, be tga’ 
‘his’ body the fame colaue of his wings: He’ 


ing oval heis bred fromthe cod-bait, a cu-_ M 
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rious little creature: While in the ftate of a 
_ grub, heis greatly to be admired, the outfide 
hulk he lives in, being curioufly wrought with 
gravel or fand: This fly does beft at the clear- 
ing of the water; tho’ I think him aly worth 
the leaft notice of any in the catalogue, there. 
being nfany forts on at the fame time far pre- 
ferable to him: His wings are made of a fea- 
ther taken from the body of a buff-coloured 
hen; the body is made of buff-coloured mohair, 
with a pale yellow hackle for the legs: The 
hook,'No, 6. Gs | 


A 
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NOMES about the middle of June, and © 

continues till about the middle of July: 
‘He is a four-winged fly; his body very flender 
and of an orange colour; he is to be fifhed with 
. at any time of the day, from fun-rife till fun- 
fet, being a very killing fly: His wings are 
- made with a woodcock’s feather, his body with 
_ orange-coloured filk: The hook, No. 5. 


The 
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The Rep Sa a 


OME about the middle ae June, and 

continue till the latter end of Auguft; t 
be ffhed with only i in the evenings after ay 
hot days, from feven o'clock as long as you. 
can fee. There are two forts of Spinners; the 
one is made with the grey feather of a drake, 
tinged with a copper-coloured glofs; his body 
with the-red part of the fquirrel’ s fur, ribbed 
with gold twift,-and a fine red cock’s hackle | 
for the legs; with a long forked tail, made 
with the harles of a red hackle: The wings of 
the other Spinner is made with 4 feather out 
of the wing ofa flarling; the body ofa dull © 


red mahal ribbed with gold twift, witha fine | 


red cock’s hackle over she body, the. tail long 
and forked, and made as the former. Thefe are 


both very killing flies, particularly upon ri-. 


vers: The hook, No. 7 or 8, according to the 
water you fifhin. 
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PPPELLEL ELL LLG a PGocG 
The Brun Gwar. 


“1 OMES down about the fame time as the 
fpinner, and continues about a fortnight: 


_ If the water be low and fine the fifth take them 
very well, as long as they laft upon the water: 
The wings of this Gnat are made with a fmall 

_ pale blue cock’s hackle, the body with a light 


blue fur, mixed with a little yellow mohair: 
‘The hook, No. 8, or 9: a 
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~The Larce Revd 


NT Fry. 


[MN OMES about the middl of June, if it be 
hot and fultry weather, and continues till 


Wn about the fifteenth or fixteenth of July, appear- 


ing moitly in hot, clofe, gloomy days: To be 
fifhed with from about eleven o'clock in the fore- 
noon, till about fix in the evening; then make 


ufe of the evening flies, as defcribed before: 


The Ant Flies, when in perfection, are ama- 


_ zingly killing; and all forts of fifh that rife at 


flies are very fond of them; and you may take 
: ‘ath | 
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fifh with them in dead heavy waters, as well 
as in ftreams: The wings of this fly are made. 
with a feather out of the wing ofa ftarling, the 
body of a peacock’s harle, made pretty large 
at the tail, and fine towards the wing, with a 
fine ginger-coloured cock’s hackle wrapt twice 
or thrice under the but of the wing: The 
hook, No. 8. | 


The Lance Biacx Ant Euy.- 


OMES at the fame time with the red, 
and to be fifhed with at the fame time, 
and after the fame manner: The wings of this — 
fly are made with the lighteft fky-coloured 
blue feather you can get, and with the great- 
eft glois; but itis difficult to find any that 
can come up to the gloffinefs of the natural 
wing, except the thiftle, which makes it- the- 
beit of any thing I know of, but is not lafting ; 
the body is made with a black oftridge’s fea- 
ther, with a black cock’s hackle, wrapt under 
the but of the wing, and to be madein the ~ 
fame form as the red one: The hook, No. 8. 


The 
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~ 


The WetsumMan’s Burro, 
Or Hazuriet Fry. 


C OMES about the latter end of July, and 


continues about nine or ten days; is in 
form like a round button, from which he de- 
rives his name; he has four wings, the upper- 
moft hufky and hard, the undermoft of a fine 
blue colour, foft and tranfparent; to be found 
upon hazle trees, or fern bufhes: He is an cx 
cellent fly for bobbing at the bufh, or long 
line, being rather difficult to make, upon-ac- | 
count of his fhape and form; his wings are | 
made with the red feather that grows upon the 
rump or tail of a partridge; the body is made 
with a peacock’s harle and an oftridge’s feather 


mixed, with a fine black cock’s hackle for the 
legs: The hook, No. 7. see | 


The Lirtiz Rep and Bracx Anr Fiizs.. 


| ‘ ee. 
(‘.OME about the tenth or twelfth of Au-. 
WA guilt, and are to be feen in warm gloomy 
days till the latter end of September; to be 
ee : . fifhed 
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fifhed with from about twelve o'clock till four * 
in the evening; to be made in the fame form 
as the large ones. and with the fame materl- 
als, but very {mall: The hook, No. 9g 


Ry 
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The Livrte Wuiruine Bug. 


-O MES down about the tenth or twelfth 
of Auguft, and continues about three 
weeks: As hefwims down the water his wings : 
ftand upright on his back; has a forked tail  —~ 
the colour of his wings : To be fifhed with from “ 
eleven o'clock in. the forenoon, till three in 
the afternoon: His wings are made with the 
feather out of the wing ofa flarling; his body | 
— is made with {quirrel’s fur, mixed witha little 
yellow, with a fine red hackle over the see 
_The hook, No. &. 


shabu 
The Littrtre Pate BLiweE. ; 


OME S down about the fame time as 

A the’ Whirling Blue, and continues till 
the latter end of September: As he fwims 
iB down 
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down the water his wings fland upright on — 

~ his back; has a forked tail the colour of his 
‘wings: It is a neat, curious, little fly, which 
the greylings are very fond of: To be fifh- 
ed with from about ten o'clock in the morn- 

~ ing, .till three in the afternoon, and ge- 
nerally affords the angler great. diverfion: 
His wings are made of the feather of a fea- 
{wallow, the body is made of the lighteft blue — 
fur you can get, mixed with a very little yel- 
low mohair, with a fine pale blue hackle over 

_ the body: The hook, No.8. 3” 
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oe gf OMES about the beginning of Sep- 
- , \4 tember, and continues till the latter end 
: of October: He is a four-winged fly, and ge- 
nerally flutters upon the furface of the water: 
To be filhed with in cold flormy days, being 
then moft plentiful upon the water; but in 
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hook, No. 7. . The three lafi-mentioned flies — 


will find great variety of flies and gnats upon 
i ey ne 
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the water every day, fo that you muft obferve 


it as a general rule, to fifh with the firft fly 


‘that comes on in a mOmMIng $ for that fly | 


which is firft mentioned in every month, is the 
firit fly that comes down in the day, and to 
be filhed with firft, and then you will fee the 
other flies and gnats coming down evey day 
in their regular fucceffion, one after another, 
every fucceeding day till Auguft: The great 
number of flies and infedis that are upon the 


water all the hot fummer months, and the 
great variety of food they have both at top 
and bottom, makes them. very nice, and 


more difficult to take, than in the fpring, orin 
the autumn; the great number of flies and in- 
fe&s that are upon the water all the fummer 
months, totally difappear about the middle of 
Augult, fo that your diverfion is more cer- 
tain with the three autumn flies; which are 


equal in goodnefs to the three {pring flies, 


which are the Red Fly, the Blue Dun, and the 
Brown. In thefe two feafons of the year, if 
the weather be favourable, and the water in 


order, you will find your fport more certain 


and regular than in the hotter months. Some 
are of opi nion that the flie§ differ accord- 


ing to the rivers, but I will venture to fay . 
they are all alike in their kinds, and are pro- 
dueed at the fame certain times and feafons 


of the year, only this difference, they might 
alter a fhade or two in their colours, eis 

from the nature of the foil through which the 
rivers run. Now I have given you an ac- 


count 
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count of all the moft ufeful flies, and their — 
feafons, except the two Salmon Flies, two 

~ Night Flies, and the Palmers; which I fhall de- 
{cribe in their order. er 


~ 


sical 
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Firft the Drac on Fry. 


| T H A T comes about the middle of June, 
and continues till the latter end of Au- 

uft.. His head is almoft all eyes, has four 
wings full of {mall veins, very clear and tran- 
{parent, tinged of a copper-colour; his body 
of various colours, and about two inches and 
a halfin length, and feeds upon {mall infects 

in the air, after the fame manner as {wallows 
do upon Flies. | 
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The Kine’s Fisner, or Peacock Ftv... 


NOMES about the fame time as the 
XA Dragon Fly, and continues about aweek 
longer; feeds on the fame infects, and after 
the fame manner: He is called the King’s 
Fifher from the beautifulnefs of his colour; but 
the Peacock Fly I think the moft proper name, 
- being fo near the colour of the feathers that 
: ee gtTOW 
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grow upon the neck of the peacock, as this Fly’s 
wings and body are. It is needlefs to treat of 
any more Salmon Flies; for Salmon Flies, in 
general, are made. juft as the painter pleafes. 
Salmon being fond of any thing that is 
caudy; and they will rife at almoft any of the 


trout flies, where falmon are plenty. _Now I 
fhall give you an account of the two night flies. 


~ 


HRP D eed 


The Brown and Wurre Nicur Fitss. 


. RE a couple of Moths, which come 
about the beginning of June, and con- 
tinue till the middle of July;-feldom to be 
feen at any time but in the night; and to be 


fithed with in a dark gloomy night, after a 


bright fun-fhine day, from eleven oclock at 
night, till break of day, with fuccefs: But if 


it be a mgon-fhine, or flar-light night, there 
are no fifh to be taken. Your line for this 


method of fifhing muft be about a yard longer — 


than your rod, putting two or three maggots 
or a worm at the point of your hook, for the 
{melling part; and you may hear them rife 
in as much perfeétion, as if you were filhing 
by day; and will take them in ftanding waters 


as well as in ftreams. The Brown one is made 


of a feather of a brown owh, the body of a 
light mohair, witha dark grizzle cock’s hackle 
a Ree for 
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for the legs. The White one’s wings are 
made of a feather out of the wing of a white 
owl; the body of white cotton, and the white 
hackle ofa cock for ss legs: The hook, No. 3. 


 PALMER-WORMS,. 


That are to be made artificially, and to be 
ufed upon the Surface of the Water, af- 
ter the fame Manner as the Artificial Fly, 


 Firfl, the G orpeN PALMER. 


“ay Is body is made of sreeteniouven 
filk, ribbed down with a peacock’s harle 


and gold twift, with the red hackle of a cock 


wrapt over the body: The hook, Neo. 54 OT O, 


-_ according to the water you fith i in. 


The Brown PALMER. 


en. E body i is wade with hog’ s down, died 
of an amber colour, ribbed with filver 
and gold twift, with a red cock’s hackle wrapt 


over the body. | ; The 


a 


with a black cock’s hackle over the body. 
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The Brivo r PF Aw eR, 


HE body is made with the: black of- 
—tridge’s feather, ribbed with filver twilt, 


We 
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HE body is made witha dark reddifh-co” 


| loured mohair, ribbed with gold twilt 
with a blood-red cock’s hackle over the body: 
The hooks the fame fize as the golden one. 
Havine’ now laid down, in the beft manner 
T can, an account of the moft ufeful flies, in 
their feveral feafons, that are requifite for the 


diverfion of my brother anglers, with the pro- 


per materials for making each fly; it will be 


- neceflary, before I conclude the fubject of Fly- 
Fifhing, to lay down the beft directions I can 


for making the artificial fly, and then proceed 
to bottom ARNG cee es 
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‘ oy The Manner of making the 


A RTLEICEAL FLY. 


| pin, divide the wings as equal as you can; 
bila then take your filk and crofs it three or four 

: times between the wings, bringing the filk fill 

| -. downwards towards the bend of the hook, 
then taking your hackle feather, tye it fail at 

the bend with the point of the hackle up- 
wards; next, your fur or. dubbing being rea-_ 

dy, which is to make the body of the Fly, take 

a little of it and twift it gently round your 

es Aas ilk. 


ni, 
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filk, and work it upwards to the but of the 
wings, and there faften it; then take your 
hackle and rib it neatly over your dubbing, | 
and faften it; then bending the wings and. 


putting them into the form you defign, bring 
on the but end of your hackle towards the 
head, and there faften it firm; then taking a 
bit of dubbing or fur, as near to the colour of 
the head of the Fly-as you can, whip it twice 
or thrice round with your filk, and then faflen 
juft above the wings; fo your Fly 1s compleat- 
ed. +f ase 

I confefs no directions can well be given for 


making a Fly, the way of doing it fometimes 


varying, according to the fort of Fly you are to 
make, or to the fancy of the artift; yet thefe 
rules, with a little practice, will, in fome mea- 


fure, affift an ingenious angler; but to fee a 


Fly made by a fkilful hand is the beft manner 
of learning: It is alfo very neceffary to take 
notice as you walk by the river, of the parti- 
cular fort of Fly that the trouts leap at, then 
catching one of them, and having a bag of 
materials ready provided for that purpofe, try 
how far art can imitate nature, and tho’ ‘you 
mifs at firft, yet by diligent obfervation and 
experience, you may foon arrive at perfection, 

and take a particular pleafure in Fly-making. 
Tux art of managing your rod, and throw- 
ing your Fly, is no more to be learned by rules 
than that of making it; only I would advife 
the young fportf{man never to incumber him- 
felf with too much line, not longer than the 
L 3 ~ breadth 


‘lers. 
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breadth: of the river he fifhes in. In raifing 
your line, obferve to wave your rod a little 
round your head, rather than bring it diredly 
backwards, and take care not to make a re- 
turn of your line till itis gone to its fulllength 
behind you, otherwife you will be very apt 


to whip off your Fly: The greateft {kill is to 


make your line fall as light as poffible on the 
water, efpecially in fmooth gliding ftreams, 
for if it falls heavy fo as to dath the water, you 


will be fure to affright, and not to catch, the 


fifh. When you fee a fith rife ata natural Fly, 


the beft way is to throw about halfa yard 


above, rather than directly over, his head; and 
let your Fly move gently towards him, by 
which means you wiil fhew it him more natu- 
rally, and he will be the more tempted, to take 
it; but nothing but your own experience and 


practice can make you mafter in the art, fo as 


to throw in difficult places, between trees and 


 pufhes; and into holes and curls of the water, 
where, generally, the beft and largeft fifh lie, not 


eafily to be come at by unexperienced ang- 


iy 
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| BOTTOM-FISHING; 
Defcribing ery Bait neceffary to be ufed, 
; _imregular Succeffion, through the Year. 


- Firft of Worm-Fisuine, 


HIGH comes in about the middle of — 
: February, if the weather be mild, ‘and 
continues good till the latter end of May, you 
may fifh with a worm at any time of the day, 


4 -fthe water be muddied or difturbed with rain; 
but if the water is low and fine, only morn- | 
4 ings and evenings, in-the moft rapid ftreams : 
' Your line, if an open river, fhould be a yard 
q -_ and half longer than your rod, by reafon of 


keeping out of fight as much as poflible; but 
in muddy water you may ufe what length of 
line you pleafe, {uitable to the water you fifth 
in: Your line for this purpofe fhould be pret- 
ty ftrong, the bottom’ part about a yard and 
half of good ftrong gut, or grafs: The fize of 
the hooks, No. x or 2, according to the fize of 
ae ae ke. the 
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the fifh in the river or brook you fith in; your 
lead fhould be about nine inches ora foot from 
your hook, your hook armed witha briftle — 
upon the fhank to prevent the worm flipping 
down into the bend of the hook: The worm is 
a very natural bait to fifh, being frequent] 
wafhed into rivers and brooks by land floods, 
and generally take the largeft fith. ae 
_ Tue belt worms for this fifhing, are the Dung- 
hill Red Worm and the Brandling, well-fcoured 
in mo{s, or fennel; the former to be found under 
old thatch, or thatch and dung mixed toge- 
ther, tho’ there are fome to be found in moft 
dunghills; the Brandling is a very beautiful_ 
Worm itreaked from head to tail in round ring- 
lets, one firceak red and the other yellow; 
chiefly to be filhed with when the water is low 
and fine, by the fides of rapid flreams: They 
are to be found in dunghills where horfe dung, 
and hog’s dung are mixed together, but the 
largeft and fineft are found among the fhavings 
a of currier’s leather mixed with a little earth. . 
_ -‘Thefe are the only two forts of Worms worth 
the angler’s notice with a running line. 
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MINNOW-FISHING, 


_or, Trouling with the Mixnow or Pink. 


/ 

HE Minnow-Fifhing comes in about the 
middle of March, and continues till the 
latter end of Auguit; it is a moft excellent 


bait, very deftrudtive, of {trong exercile, being 
always in motion and affords the angler varie-_ 


ty of fport: To be fifhed with at any time of 


the day from fun-rife till fun-fet, and takes. 
the beft and largeft of fifh: By it’s quick turn- 


ing motion, if fifhed with as it ought to be, 
provokes the fifh to come if not upon their 
feed: Your line for this purpofe mutt be flrong 
and fine, with one or two {fwivels upon your line 
to help your Minnow to play and turn freely, 


and ealily, fo as to prevent your line from | 


twifting and breaking; your hook large, not 
leaded upon the fhank, but a cap that runs 
upon the line and falls upon the head of the 
Pink, which I find anfwers better than the 
leaded hook, and the Minnow {pins more free 


_ and eafy; befides, by the helpof the cap, may 
be confined one, two, or three hooks to hang — 


loofe 
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loofe by the fide of the Minnow that is baited 
upon the great hook, fo that when the fifth 
{trikes at the Minnow, they are oftener taken 
by the fmall hooks than by the large one. 
This way of fifhing is chiefly to be ufed in ra- 
pid ftreams, which helps to give the Minnow 
a brifk motion, by drawing your line pretty 
brifkly again{t the flream; and when you fee 
the fifh run at it, take care not to {natch away 
the bait thro” furprize, which the unexperienced 
' angleris not futiciently guarded againft. In 

He months of May, and June, they are to be. 
_ taken in flanding waters, as'well as in ftreams, 
and there cannot be (aid too much 1 in praife 
of this’ molt eXCe. lent bait. 


geagagceneeceecseeas 
Anes D-B Al T-FISHING, 


C OMES in about a rieehe in May, 
A and continues till about- he middle of: 
June: It is a yery killing bait, and will take 
almoft every fort of fifh, in deep {landing wa- 
ters as well as in Rreanis, mornings and even- 
ings, till the middle of June: Your line for 
“this purpofe muft be ftrong and fine, at lealt 


two ) yards of fine gut or grals ; ; the hook, No. g, 
leaded 
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leaded upon the fhank, and the Cod-Bait 
drawn upon the lead: The way of uling it is 
by moving it up and down about a foot or 
nine inches from the bottom; which, in ang- 
ling, is called fink and draw, by which mo- 
tion the fifh take it very eager either rifing or 
falling. There is another advantage in this 


way of fifhing, by reafon you may filh in ri- 


vers or brooks incumbered with bufhes, near 


to ftubs or roots in the water, in bubbles, 
curls or ftreams, and other places in the wa- 
ter that cannot be fifhed any other way, where 
generally the largeft fifh he. Thefe Cod-Baits 
or Cadis, are to be found in gravelly and ftony 


‘brooks, or rivulets, under great ftones, in _ 


{mall hufks compofed of gravel and fand;. 
you will obferve that the ripeft, and thofe 
fitteft for ufe, flick to the ftones; when you 

have got as many as you want to ufe, put — 
them into a linen bag, tie them up and keep 


them five or fix days, dipping the bag once a > 


day in water, which makes them yellow, 
tough, and fit for ufe. This bait is made ar-_ 
tificially, and takes as well as the natural, be- 
ing hot eafily diftinguifhed the one from the 
other, in the water. 


MAG- 
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MAGGOT-FISHING, 


OMES in about the beginning of May, 
and continues till the latter end of Fe- 
-bruary in the next-year; it being the beft 
and moft killing ground-bait that ever was 
‘made ufe of; it will take every fort of fth 
that fwims in frefh water, except falmon, pike, 
or fhad; tho’ I have taken {mall pike with a 
Maggot, but that is very uncommon. From 
the beginning of May till the latter end of 
June, trouts take the Maggot very freely: 
from that time till the latter end of Auguft 
they decline in their biting, there being net 
fo many to be taken as in the two former 
months. About the beginning of Auguft, 
_ greyling-ffhing comes in, and continues good 
till the latter end of February; tho’ there are 
fome few greyling to be taken all the fummer 
months, but the prime months are Septem- 
ber, OGober, and November; being then in 
high feafon, and greater quantities to be ta- 
ken than in any other months in the year. 
Maggots are the beft baits for quicknefs of 
fport, and taking the greateft quantity of fifh 
that ever could be thought of, in rivers, nee: 
a . an 
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and ponds, for. by throwing i in a few hand- | 


fulls of them, about half an ; howe: or an hour © 


_ before you begin to fith, draws the fith toge-- 
| ther; they feeding on seus undifturbed, have — 


not the leaft fufpicion of being taken, or de-. — 


_  coyed. In fuch places, fo baited, you may al-: 
_ ways depend on having diverfion; your tackle 
_ . fuited for that purpofe, according to the foul- 
_ nefs or clearnefs of the water you fifh in. The 
_ bottom of your line fhould be about two yards — 
of fine gut, or fingle hair; the hook from No. 6 
to No. 9; with a fwan or goofe-quill float up- 
on your line; always obferving that your fhot _ 
prags on the bottom, efpecially in a fiream 5. 
smaking it a rule to filh the deeps in clear 
water, and the thallows when muddy. There 
_ are a grat many baits, and paftes to take fith, 
but the Maggot muft. have the. perlenias of 
all ground. baits. | uh 
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How to Breed and Pr sre Ma G G ) r - | 
| i all the Winter. | 


Srna 
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OR which bipote youare to ae a beets : 
liver, lights, lungs, or’a theep’ shead, but 
livers are the beft; after it is {cored with a 
binge 2 hang it uP and cover it, but not too 
L clofe, 


clofe, for the flies will blow it. better covered 
than hanging in the open air: In two or 
three days after you perceive the Maggots to 
be alive, take down the liver and put it into a 
‘parrel, box, or large earthen pot, and there let 
it remain till you think the Maggots are of 
full growth; then take a fufficient quantity of 
bran, in proportion to the largenefs of the 
: liver, and throw it into them, and in three or 
| _~ four days the firft brood of them will come 
| out of the liver into the bran, and there {cour 
themfelves; then, in three or four days more, 
take a ftick and run thro’ the liver, and hang 
gt acrofs the barrel or pot, when the latter 
ie brood will foon drop out into the bran, and 
{cour themfelves fit for ufe. It you are will- 
ing to preferve Maggots all the winter, you 
ae muft get two or three livers about the begin-— 
‘ning of November, and if it be a favourable © 
feafon the flies will blow ftronger than in the 
hotter months of the year, in order to preferve 
their kind againit the next fummer; thefe are- 


eee managed in the fame manner as the 
Pe other, only kept fomewhat warmer till they 
Li. aeome 60. their full growth, and then throw in 


| good quantity of bran which will preferve 
them from the froft in the winter, keeping 
them in a cellar or fome dampith place in the 
barrel or box, they were bred in; thus you may 
-\ keep them till the latter end of February, and 
~afe themany time at your pleafure. — ue 


ye 
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cae 
GRASS-HOPPER-FISHING, 


OMES in about the latter end of June; 
and continues till the latter end of Au- oe 

guft: It is‘a curious fine bait very natural to 
fifh, but very tender; to be drawn upon a'lead-. 
ed hook No. 2, after the fame manner as the _ 
cod-bait, and will take almoft all forts of fifh, | 

-as pike, trout, greyling, perch, chub, roach, _ 

dace, &c. Your tackle muft ‘be fine, the fame __ 

as for the cod-bait; and to be fifhed with after 

| the fame manner, and the fame places in rivers — 

_. and brooks. He 1s to be made artificially upon | 

ga leaded hook, which takes as well as the na- 
tural, but beft when the water is lowandfine, =~ : 
either natural or artificial: The young grafs- 
hoppers, about the latter end of May; are to 

be found in the knots, or joints of moft forts. 
of herbs and grafs in the fields, in a white fer- 

mented froth, called cuckoo's fpit, where they 

are nourifhed for fome time, and then drop in- 

to the grafs,and in about three weeks time 

arrive at their full growth and perfection, and 

fo continue till the feverity of the weather de- 

ftroys them; leaving their eggs in the grafs to 
preferve their fpecies till the next year. — 


Le OF 


Cappace-W orm, or Caspace-Grus 
o Ptee ue Sie | 
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10 M E S in poy en sidale nna iad 
\ continue in their fucceflive flights till the 
latter end of OGober. There are three forts - 
which the fifh are remarkably fond of: They 
are to be fifhed with after the fame manner as 
the cod-bait or grafs-hopper; the tackle the- _ 
fa fame, only this difference, the hook mult be 
‘No.1, leaded upon the fhank, and the bait — 
dy rawn upon the lead with a briftle, whipped ~ 
ee ‘upon the fhank to confine the bait upon the 
Teaches » They are equal i in goodnefs to the cod- 
_ bait, or grafs-hopper, and will take the fame - 
forts of fifh. Thefe three forts are to be made 
irtificially : To be fithed with after the fame Pe 
o manner, wi th sa fuccels, as the natural ones, 


ane White Butterfly is produced from ma: the | 
Speckled sack bina Grub. 


«Tae 
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Tue ae Butterfly i is pea From the 
Brown Cabbage- Grub, or Sleeper, to be foune 
omy in the hearts of cabbages. eaahias 


Tag Dun Butterfly’; is produced from ‘the i 


Green Cabbage- Grub. 


Tuus toe I now given my readera Fall | aga a. 


count.of all the angie ufeful baits, natural and 
-- artical. whereby t the angler may depend. on 
having {port, in regular faeceRion through the | 
courfe of the year; having omitted defcribing 
feveral forts of baits, mentioned in the firft. 
edition, which are ufelefs to the angler, and 
not to be depended on; but have laid ‘donee the 
beft and plaineft dire@ions I can, of all the 
baits I have treated upon, and in what man- 
“ner they are to be ufed, fo as to conduce moft | 
to his diverfion; and fhall now take my dite 
of him 4 in the celebrated words of the poet; 


Si quid novl iti reélius if,” | 
Candidus imperti J tnon, his utere mecum. - 
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Generar Russ pe Gautions, 
neceffary to be obferved, 2. the: young 
Angler. Pe | 


1 LyyHEn you have hook ed a fifh, never | 
fuffér him to run out with the line; 
“hot keep yourrod bent, and as near perpen- 
dicular as you can; by this method the top 
* plies to every pull he: makes, and you prevent. 
7 the {training of your line. Forthe fame reafon, 
Ane UE. Never raife a large filh out of the water : 
by. taking the hair to which the hook is faft- 
ened, or Indeed any part of the line into your 
hand; but either put a landing net under him, 
‘ ne -orfor want of that your hat: You may indeed, 
in Fly- -Fifhing, lay hold of your line. to draw 
a fifh to hed but this mutft be done with 
caution. lobe 
FI. Your: filk, for whipping hooks and 
liken fine work, muft be very fmall; ufe it 
double, and wax it (and indeed every other 
fort of binding) with fhoemaker’s wax; if you 
wax it too ftiff, temper itwith tallow, 
IV. Inclofe the knots and joints of. your - 
a “Mine i in a little pill of wax, ovetedl very clofe, 
and the fuperfluities mane off; this will | 
: ., : foon 


eee G 
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{oon harden, and ree the knots from draw- 


ing. 
V. If for fiane fihing you ufe the pals. 
which, when you can get it fine, is to be pre- 


ue 
ferred to gut, remember to. fake it always an 
hour in water before you -ufe it: this will | 


make it tough and prevent its finking. 


VI. Whenever you begin to fifh, wet the 


ends of the joints of your rod; -which, ‘as it 


| makes them {well, will prevent eds irloofening, 


And, . 
‘VIl. If you happen ‘with. rain or “uiensente 


to wet your rod, fo that you cannot pull the | | 
joints afunder, turn the ferrel round a few 


times in the flame of a candle, and ney will 
ealily feparate. 
‘VIII. Before you fix the loop of brittle to 


your hook in order to makea Ely; ‘to pre- for 
vent its drawing be fure to finge the ends of 


~ it; do the fame by the hair to which at any 


tell you, but believe that neatnefs in your _ : 


time you whip a hook. 


IX. Make Flies in warm wtatbes only ; for ae 


in cold your waxed filk will not draw. 

X. In rainy weather, or when the feafon for 
filhing is over repair, whatever damage your 
tackle has fuftained. 

XJ. Never regard what bunglers and flovens 


tackle, and a nice and curious hand in ath: 
yon oes are abfolutely neceffary. ae 

XII. Never fifh in any water that is not 
common without. firlt. obtaining | leave of the — 


ede 
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owners, which is feldom denied to thofe who 


deferve it. 
Lafily. Rossesher that the wit and inven- 


tion of man were given for greater purpoles 
“than to enfnare filly fifh: and that, how de- 
lightful foever Angling may appear, it ceafes 


to be innecent when Bed otherwife. than as 


{ 
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mere recreation. 
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JOHN HIGGINBOTHAM 
| Ln C- ROD-MAKER, 
{ From Drury-L ane ) 


At the GOLDEN FISH, No, 908, oppolite 
Southampton-Street, Sir RAND 5 
\/7 AKES all Sorts of Fithing-Rods: 
¥— and all Manner of the bet Fifhing 
Tackle, Wholefale and Retail, and fells | 
the right Kiray Hooks, {0 much admired 
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fo 

» belt Sorts of Swivels, Winches, Artificial 
lies, Mice, &c, 

Minnow, Perch, and Jack Tackle, fitted 
up inthe neateft Manner, 


Great Choice of curious White Silk 
Worm Gut, juft come over, 


The beft Sorts of Powder Flatks, 
made in Metal, Tin, Leather, 
Horn, &c. to any Pattern or 
Size.— Magazines, Shot- 
Belts, Pouches, &c. 


Beft Battle Gunpowder, Shot; and 
) Flints of all Sorts, 


Treatifes on Angling, 
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